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]Wy Dear Countrymen,
AM a FARMER, fcttled, aftera variety

of fortunes, near the banks of the river
Delaware, in the province of Pennfylvania.
I received a liberal education, and have been
engaged in the bufy {fcenes of life: but
am now convineed, that a man may be as
happy without buftle as with it. My farm
is {mall, my fervants are few, and good 3
I have a little money at intereft ; I with for
no more : my employment in my own af-
fairs is eafy ; and with a contented grateful
mind, I am compleating the number of days
allotted to me by Divine Goodnefs.

Being mafter of my time, I {pend a good
deal of it in a library, which I think the
moft valuable part of my {mall eftate; and

‘ being
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being acquainted with two or three  gentles
men of abilities and learning, who honour
me with their friendfhip, I believe I have
acquired a greater fharé of knowledge in
hiftory, and the laws and conftitution of my
country, than is generally attained by men
of my cléfs; many ‘of tliem not beidg fo
fortunate as I have been, in the oppdrtuni-
ties of getting information.

From infancy I was taught to love huma-
nity and liberty.  Inquiry and experience
have fince confirmed my reverence for the
leflons then given me, by convincing me
more fully of their truth and excellence,
Benevolence towards mankind excites withes
for their welfare, and fuch wifhes endear "the
means of fulfilling them. Thofe can be
found 'in" liberty alone, and  therefore  her
facred caufe ought to be' efpoufed by every
man, on every occafion, to the utmioft of
his power. As a charitable but poor per-
fon does not withold his mife, becaufe he
cannot relieve a4l) the difirefles of the ‘mifes
rable, fo let not any honeft man fuppréfs
bis fentiments concerning freedom, howevér
finall their influence is likely to beé.  Per-
haps he may ¢ touch fome wheel”* that
will have an effe greater than he expe&s,

Thefe béing my fentiments; I'am’' encotis
raged to offer to' you, my countiymen,; my
thoughts' on fome late tranfa&tions, that in

# Pors.
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my opinion are of the utmoft importance to
you Conicious of my defe@s, I have wait-
ed fome time, in expeQation of feeing the
fubje&t treated by perfons much better qua-
lified for the tatk ; but being therein difap-
pointed, and apprehenfive that longer delays
will be injurious, I venture at length to re-
queft the attention of the public, praying
only for one thing,—that is, that thefe lines
may be read with the fame zeal for the hap-
pinels of Britith America, with which they
were wrofe. ’

With a good deal of furprife I have ob-
ferved, that little notice has. been taken of an
at of parliament, as injurious in its princi-
ple to the liberties of thefe colonies, as the
StAaMe-AcT was : I mean the a& for fufe
pending the legiflation of New-York.

The aflembly of that government com-
plied with' a’ former a& of parhiament, re-
quiring certain provifions to be made for
the troops in, America, in every particulary
I think, except the articles of falt, pepper,
and, vinegar. In my opinion they acted
imprudently, confidering all circumftances}
n not complying fo far as would have
given fatisfattion, as feveral colonies did:
but my diflike of their condué@ in that ine
ftance, has not blinded me fo much, that
I cannot plainly perceive, that they have
been. punithed in “a manner pernicious. to
American . freedom, and juitly alarming to
all the colonies,

If
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If the Britisu Parciament has 4
legal authority to order, that we thall fur-
nith-a fingle article for the troops here, and
to compel -obedience to that order; they
have the fame right to order us to {upply
thofe troops with arms, cloaths, and every
neceflary, and to compel obedience to that
order alfo; in thort, to lay any burdens
they pleafe upon us.  What is this but #aw-
ing us ata certain fum; and leaving to us
only the manner of raifing it? How is this
mode more tolerable than the Stamp-aAcT ?
‘Would 'that act have appeared more pleafing
to AMERICANS, if being ordered thereby
to raife the fum total of the taxes, the mighty
privilege had been left to them, of faying
how much fhould be paid for an inftrument
of writing on paper, and how much for
another on parchment?

An a& of parliament commanding us to
do a certain “thing, if it has any validity,
Is a fax upon us for the expence that accrues
i eomplying with it, and for this reafon, I
““believe, every colony on the continent, that
« ¢hofe to pive a mark of their refpeé for
GrEAT-BRITAIN, in complying with the
- ‘a& relating to the troops, cautioufly avoided
* the mention’of that a&t, left their conduét
“fhould be attributed to its fuppofed obliga-
~-tion.

" +"The matter being thus ftated, the aflembly
“of New-2ork either had, or had not, a right
~to refufe {ubmifflion to that act. If they
; had,
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had, and I imagine no AMertcan will fay,
they had not, then the parliament had no
right to compel them to execute it.=~If they
had not that right, they had no right to
punifh them for not executing it; and there~
fore had 7o right to fufpend their legiflation,
which is a punithment. In fa@, if the
people of New-2ork cannot be legally taxed,
but by their own reprefentatives, they can-
not be legally deprived of the privileges of
making laws, only for infifting on that ex-
clufive privilege of taxation. If they may
be legally deprived, in fuch a cafe, of the
privilege of making laws, why may they
not, with equal reafon, be deprived of every
other privilege? Or why may not every
colony be treated in the fame manner,
when any of them fhall dare to deny their
affent to any impofitions that fhall be di-
refted ! Or what fignifies the repeal of the
StAaMP-aAcT, if thefe colonies are to lofe
their other privileges, by not tamely {ur-

rendering that of taxation & &7
There is one confideration arifing fromthis
fufpicion, which is not generally attended to,
but fhews its importance very clearly. Itwas
not neceffary that this fufpenfion fhould . be
‘caufed by an a of parliament. The crown
might have reftrained the governor of Neay-
York, even from calling the affembly toge-
ther, by its prerogative in the royal govern-
ments. This ftep, I fuppofe, would have
B en
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been taken, if the conduét of the aflembly : of
New-York, had been regarded as an a&t of
difobedience Zo the crown alome: but it is
regarded as an act ' of ¢ difobedience  to
¢ the authority of the Brrrtism LecisLa-
« pyre.” - This gives the {fufpenfion a
confequence vaftly mere ‘affeting. It is a
parliamentary affertion of -the. fupreme autho-
rity of the Britifb legiflature over thefecola-
nies in the «part of taxation ;. and is intend-
ed to compeL: New-¥ork unto a {ubmiffion
to that -authority. It feems therefore to' me
as much 4 violation of the hberty of  thepeo-
ple  of thatprovince;- and confequently. of all
thefe coldnies; as- if the parhiament had fept a
number of regiments to! be® quartered upon
themy, till they fhould comply. For it is evi-
dent, vthat the {ufpefifion 45 meant as:a com-
pulfien §and the method of compelling is: to-
tally diffesent. - It is- indeed probable, thatithe
dightoof red coats, ~and the beating of drums,
wonld -have  been imoft - alarming; ' becaufe
people are generally inore influenced by their
-eyes and ears than by thérreafon : but ‘who-
eever ~ferioufly | -confiders: -the matter, muft
-perceivey ithat a dreadful -firoke- is. aimed < at
<the  liberity riof: thefet colonies : - for the« caufe
of one is the caufe of @/l.» If the parliament
-may. lawfully deprivé: Neaw-York of ‘any of
ws rights, it may deprive any or all the o-
-ther ~colonies of their rights; and nothing
can. potfibly {o much encourage fuch at-
tempts, @6 a mutual inattention to the in-

! tereft



LEPITERYL i1

tereft of each other. To divide, and thus fo
deftroy, is the firft political maxim in attack-
ing thofe who are powerful by their union.
He certainly is nota wile man, who folds his
arms and repofeth himfelf at home, feeing
with unconcern the flames that have invaded
bis neighbour’s houfe, *without any endea-
vours to extinguifh them. When Mr. Hamp-
den’s fhip-money caufe, for three thillings
and four-pence, was tried, all the people of
England, with anxious expe@ation, intereft-
ed themfelves in-the important decifion ; and
when the {lighteft point touching the free-
dom of a fingle colony is agitated, I earneft-
ly with, that all the reft may with equal ar-
dour fupport their fifter. Very much may
be {aid on this {fubjed, but I hope, more at

prefent is unneceflary, y
With concern I have obferved, that two
affemblies of this province have fat. and ad-
journed, without taking any netice of this
act. It may perhaps be atked,; what would
have. been proper_ for them tojdo? I am by
10 means fond of inflammatory meafures. 1
deteft them.———I thould be forry that any
thing thould be done, whicly might juftly dif-
pleale our Sovereign or otir mother-country.
Buta firm, modeft excrt;’ion of a.free {pirit,
{hould neyer, be wanting on public occafions.
It appears to me, that if would have. been
{ufficient, for, the affemb ly, to have ordered
our agents tor reprefent o the King’s. mini-
fters, their fenfe of the fufpending a&, and
B 2 to
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to pray for its repeal. = Thus we fhould have
borne our teftimony againft it; and might
therefore reafonably expect, that on a like oc-
cafion, we might receive the fam: affifiance
from the other colonies.

s« Concorda res parve crefcunt.
Small things grow great by concord.—

A FARMER,

L BLT DR

Beloved Countrymen;

- FP\HERE is another late al of parlia-
ment, which feems to me to be as de-
firu&ive to the liberty of thefe colonies, as
that inferted in my laft letter; that is, the
at for gré\;ting the duties on paper, glafs,
&c. It appears to me to be unconftitutional,
The parliament unqueftionably poflefles a
legal authority to regulate the trade of Great-
Britain, and all\its colonies. Such an au-
thority is effentidl to the relation between g
mother country and its colonies; and necefo
fary for the commén good of all. He who
confiders thefe provinces as ftates diftinék
from the Britifp Empire, has very flender
notions of juffice, og of their interefts. We
are but parts of & whole; and therefore
there muft exift a power {fomewhere, to i}i)rc:-,
' fide,
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fide, and preferve the conneétion in due or-
der. This power is lodged in the parlia-
ment ; and  we are as much dependent on
Great-Britain, as a perfe@ly free people can
be on another.

I have looked over ewvery [flatute relating
to thefe colonies, from their firft fettlement
to this time ; and I find every one of them
founded on this principle, till the Stame-
act adminiftration.®  AJl before are cal-

culated

* For the fatisfaltion of the reader, recitals from former
ats of parliament relating to thefe colonies are added. By
comparing thefe with the modern afts, he will perceive
their great difference in expreffion and intention. =

The 12th Cha, I1I. Chap. 18, which forms the founda-
tions of the laws relating to our trade, by enacting that
certain productions of the celonies fhall be carried to Eng-
land only, and that no goods fhall be imported from the
plantations but in fhips belonging to England, Ireland, -
Wales, Berwick, or the Plantations, &c. begins thus:
¢« For the increafe of fhipping, and encouragement of the
navigation of this nation, wherein, under the good provi- -
dence and protection of God, the wealth, fafety, and ftrength,
of this kingdom is fo much concerned,” &o. ;

The 15th Cha, 1I. Chap. 7. enforcing the fame regula-
tion, affigns thefe reafons for it. ¢ In regard his Majefty’s
plantations, beyond the feas, are inhabited and peopled by
his fubjects of this his kingdom of England ; for the main-
taining a greater correfpondence and kindnefs between them,
and keeping them in a firmer dependence upon it, and ren-
dering them yet more beneficial and advantageous unto it,
in the further employment and increafe of Englifh fhipping
and feamen, vent of Englith woollen, and other manufac~
tures and commodities, rendering the navigation to and -
from the fame more fafe and cheap, and making this king-
dom a ftaple, not only of the commodities ‘of thofe plan-
tations, but alfo of the commodities of other. countries and.
places for the fupplying of them; and it being the ufage .
of other nations to keep their plantations trade to thém- '
felves,” &c. ‘

The
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culated to preferve or promote a mutually

beneficial 'intercourfe between the {everal,

conftituent parts of the empire 3 and though
: many

~.'The 25th Cha, I, Chap. 7, made exprefily ¢ for the
better fecuring the plantation trade,” which impefes
duties on certain commoditiés exported from one colo-
ny to another, mentions this latt for impofing«thém
¢ Whereas by oneact pafled in  the 12th year of your
Majefty’s reign, intituled, an aét for encouragement of
fhipping and navigation, and by feveral other laws, - paf~
fed fince that time, it is.permitted to fhip, &c. fugars,
tobacco, &c. of the growth, &c. of any of your Maje-
fty’s plantations in America &c. from the places of their
growth, &c. to any other of your Majefty's plantations
i thofe parts, &c. and that without paying of cuftom
for the fame, either at the lading or wunlanding -the faid
commodities, by means whereof the trade and naviga-
* tion in thofe commodities {rom one plantation to ano-
ther is greatly encreafed, and the inhabitants of ' divers
of thofe colonies, not contenting themfelves with being
fupplied with thofe- commodities for their own ufe,
free from all cuftoms (while the fubje&s of this ‘your
kingdom of England ‘have paid great cuftoms and impo-
fitions- for what of ‘them ‘hath been fpent here) but,
contrary to. the exprefs letter of ‘the aforefuid laws, have
brought into divers ‘parts of Eumpe great quantities
thereof, and do alfo vend great quantities thereof to. the
fhipping of other nations, who bring them into divers
parts of Europe, to the great hurt and" dimunition of
vour Majefty’s cuftoms, and of the trade and navigatiom
of this your kingdom; for the prevention ‘thereof, &c.

The yth and Sth Will. I1I. Chap. 21, intituled, 'An
a& for preventing frauds, and regulating ‘abufes in the
plantation trade,” recites that, ¢ notwithitanding’ divers’
atts, &c. great abufes ave daily’ committed, to the’ preju=’
dice of the Englith- navigation, and the lofs of a great
part of the plantation trade to this kingdom, by the"ar-
sifice and' cunning of ill difpofed perfons: for remedy,
whereof, &c. ' And whereas in fome. of’ his Majefty’s Ame-
rican plantations, “a doubt or mifconftruttion’ has -arifen
wpon the before mentioned alts, made in ‘the zsth year!
of ‘the reign of Charles I[, ‘'whereby" certain duties' are.
faid upon the commodities therein enumerated (w‘hich}‘by
3 . aw
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many of them impofed duties on' trade; yet
thofe duties were always impofed awith- de-
Jfign to reftrain the commerce of one part

R ' that

law may be tranfported from one ‘plantation to another,
for the fupplying of each others wants) ‘as if the fame
were, by the payment of thofe duties in one plantation,
difcharged from giving the fecurities  inteaded by the
aforefaid aéts, made in the 1z2th, 22d and 23d years of
the reign of King Charles 1I. and confequently be at
liberty to go to any ‘foreign market in Europe,” &c.

The 6th. Ann, Chap. 37, reciting (the advancement -of -
trade, &c. and. encouragementof fhips of war, &c. grants
to the captors' the property of all prizes carried into A-
merica, fubjeét to fuch cuftoms and duties, &c. as if the
fame had been firft imported into any part of Great-
Britain, and from thence exported, &c.

This was a gift to ‘perfons adting ' ‘uhder’ commiffions
from the crown, and therefore it was reafonable thatthe
terms preferibed fhould be complied with more efpe-
cially as the pdyment of fuch duties’ was intended to
give a preferencel to the produdtion :of the Britith colo-
nies, over thofe of other colonies., However, being found
inconvenient to the colonies, . about four years afterwards, .
this'a&t wds, for: that reafon, fo' far repealed, by another
a& ¢¢ all prize goods; - imported: into, any part of Great-
¢ Britain, from any of the plantations, swere liable to
¢ fuch duties only in Gréat-Britain, a$ in cafe they had
¢ been of the growth and “produce ot the plantations,” &e.

The 6th Geo. 1L..Chap. 13, whith impofes duties-on
foreign rum, ,fugar and molafits, imported into the eo-
lonies, fhews 'thé 'redfon thus.—*¢ Whereas the .welfate
and ' profperity 'of your Majefty’s fugar colonies in' Ame-
rica, are of. the gr‘eatei’c confequence and importance to
the trade, mavigation and ftrength of this kingdém 3 and
whereas the planters of the fuid fugar colenies, have-'of
late years fallen under fuch great difcouragements, that they
.are unable to improve or carry on.the fugar trade, upen
an equal footing with the foreign  fugar, colonies, without
fome advantage and relief be given to_them from Great-
“Britain 5 for remédy whereof, and for the good and wel-
fare of your Majefly’s fubje&ts,” &c. :

The 29th Geo. II. Chap. 26. ahd the 1ft Geo. IIL.
Chap. 9, which contains 6th Geo, II, Chap. 13, declare

that
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that was injurious to andther, and thus to pro-
mote the general welfire.. The raifing a
revenue thereby was never intended, Thus,
the King, by his judges in his courts of
juftice, impofes fines, which all together
amount to a confiderable fum, and contri-
bute to the fupport of government: but
this is merely a confequence arifing from
refrictions, which only meant to keep peace
and prevent confufion ; and furely a man
would argue very loofely, who fhould con-
clude from hence, that the King has a right
to levy money in general upon his {ubjes :
never did the Britifb parliament, till the pe-
riod “aboye-mentioned, think of impofing
duties in America; FOR THE PURPOSE OF
RAISING A REVENUE. Mr. Grenville's fa-
gacity firft introduced this language, in the
preamble to the 4th of Geo. 1II. Ch. 1 [+
which has thefe words—¢¢ And whereas it is
juft and neceflary that A REVENUE BE RATSED
IN YOUR MAJESTY'S SAID DOMINIONS IN
AMERICA, for defraying the expences of de-
Jending, protecting, and fecuring the Jame :
We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal
fubje&ts, THE comMmoONs oF GreaT Bri-
TAIN, in parliament afiembled, being de-
firous to make fome provifion in the pre-

that the faid a& hath, by experience, been found ufeful
and beneficial, &c. Thefe are all the moft confiderable
ftatutes relating to the commierce of the colonies ; and it
is thought to be utterly unneceffary te add any obferva-
tions to thefe extracts, to prove that they were all intended
folely as regulations of trade,

{ent
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fent feflion of parliament, towards raifing
the faid revenué in America, have refolved
to give and grant unto your Majefty the fe-
‘veral rates and duties herein after mention-
ed,” &c.
- A few months after came the Stamp-af,
which reciting this, proceeds in the {ame
firange mode of expreffion, thus—¢ And
whereas it is juft and neceffary, that pro-
vifion be made ForR RAISING A FURTHER
REVENUE WITHIN YouR MAJESTY’s DOMI-
NIONS IN AMERICA, towards defraying the
faid expences, we your Majefty’s moft du-
tiful and loyal fubje®s; the Commons oF
GrEAT-BRITAIN, &, GIVE and GRANT,”
&c. as before.

The laft a&, granting duties upon paper,
&c. carefully purfues thefe modern ‘prece-
dents. The preamble is, ¢ Whereas it is
expedient that a revenue fhould be raifed in
your Majefty’s dominions in . America, for
making a more certain and adequate provi-
fion for the defraying the charge of the: ad-
miniftration of juftice, and the fupport of
civil government in fuch provinces, where
it fhall be found neceflary s and towards
the further defraying the expences of - de-
fending, protecting and fecuring the faid do-
minions, we your Majefty’s moft dutiful and
loyal fubjects, the Commons ‘or GreaT-
Britain, &c. give and grant,” &c. as be-
fore. ;

Here we may obferve an authority expreflly
claimed to impofe duties on thefe colonies;

C not
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not for the regulation of . trade; ' mot for
the prefervation or. promotion of a mutually
beneficial intercourfe between the feveral con~
ftitnent parts of the empire, heretofore the
fole objects of parliamentary inftitutions ;- but-

for. the fingle purpofe of Jewying. moncy upon
USs : :
This I call an * innovation; and a moft
dangerous innovation. It may perhaps be
objected, that Great-Britain ‘has a. right te
lay what duties fhe. pleaes upon her + ex-
ports, and it makes no difference to us whe=
ther they are paid here or. there. - e
To this. 1 an{wer. *Thefe colonies require
. many things for their ufe, which the laws
of Great-Britain prohibit them. from getting
any. where but. from her.. Such: are paper
and glals. ; i

# Teis worthy obfervation how quickly fubfidies,: granted
4n forms ufual and accuffomable (though heavy) are borne;
fuch a power hath ufe and cuftom. © On the other ‘fide,
what difcontentment and difturbances. fubfidies formed. on
new moulds do raife (fuch an inbred hatred novelty doth
hatch) is evident by examples of former times. Lord
Coke’s 2d inftitute, p- 33. Byl RI00¢ 5

4 Some people, whoie minds feem incapable of uniting
two ideas, think that Great-Britain has the fame right to
impofe duties on the exports to- thefe colonics, as on thofe
. to, Spain and, Portugal, &c. Such. perfons. attend fo much
to. the idea of exportation, that they entirely drop that of
the connection between the mother country and her colonies,
if Great-Britain had always claimed and exercifed an:au-
thority to compel Spain and Portugal toimport mannfac-

" tates from her only, the cafes would be parallel = but'as {hie
never pretended ‘to fuch a right; they are at liberty to get
them where they pleafe; and if they chufe to take them
from her, rather than from other nations, they voluntarily
confent to pay ‘the duties impofed on‘them -

5378 « "That
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That we may’ be'legally bound to pay any
general duties’ on thele commodities, relative
to the regulation of trade, is granted ¢ but
we being obliged by her laws to! take them
from Great-Britain, ‘any  fpecial duties’ im-
'poled on their expertation 7o us only, with
intention to raife a revenue from us only, are
‘as much #axes upon us, as thofe impofed by
the Stamp-aét. : ’ 7

What is the  difference in fubflance and
right, whether the fame fum is raifed upon
us by the rates mentioned in the Stamp-a&,
on the #/e of the paper, or by thefe duties; on
the smportation of it. It is nothing but the
edition of a former book, with a new title
:

Suppofe the duties were made payable in
Great- Britain 2~
It fignifies nothing to us, whether they
are to be paid here or there. ~ Had the Stamp-
aét direfted, that all the paper fhould be
landed in Florida, and the duties paid there,
before it was brought to the Britifh Colonics,
would the a& have raifed lefs money upon
us, or have been les deftru@ive of our
rights? By no means: for as we were
under a neceffity of ufing the paper, we thould
have been under the neceflity of paying the
‘duties.  Thus 'in the prefent cafe, a like ne-
cefity will {ubjeét wus, if this a& continues
in force, to the payment of the duties now

impofed.
Why
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. Why was the Stamp-aét then fo pernicions
to freedom? It did not enad, that every
man in the colonies /bould buy a certain
quantity of paper——\o it only direfted,
that no infirument of writing fhould be
valid in law, if not made on ﬁamp paper, -&c.
.. The makers of that a&t knew full well,
that. the confuﬁons that would arife upon
the difufe of writings would. compeL the
«colonies to ufe the framp paper, and there-
fore to pay the taxes impofed.  For this rea-
fon the Stamp-ait was faid to be a law THAT
WOULD EXECUTE ITSELF. For the yery
fame reafon, the laft a&- of parliament, if it
.1s granted to have any .force here; will exe-
cate itfelf, and will be atended with the yery
Jame confequences to American Liberty.

Some perfons perhaps may fay, that this
.adt lays us under no neceflity to pay the duties
impofed, becaufe we may ourfelves manufac-
‘ture the articles on which they are laid;
whereas by the Stamp-a&t no inflrument of
writing could be good, unlefs made on Bri-
tith paper, and that too ftamped. ]

Such an ob_)eé’non amounts to no more
_than this, that the injury refulting to thefe
~colonies, from the total difufe of Britith . pa-
_per and glafs, will not be Jo affiéting as that
which- would have refulted: from the total
_difufe of writing among them; for by that
means even the ftamp-a&t m1ght have been
eluded, Why then was it univerfally deteft-
ed by - them as ﬂavery 1tfe1f ? Becaule it pre-

el fented
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fented  to thefe devoted provinces nothing
but a choice of calamities, imbittered by in-
dignities, each of which it was unworthy of
freemen to bear, But is no injury a vio-
lation of right but the greateft injury? If
the cluding the payment of the duties impo-
fed by the Stamp-a&, would have fubjected
us to a more dreadful inconvenience than the
eluding the payment of thofe impofed by the
late at;, does it therefore follow, that the
laft s no violation of our rights, though
it is calculated for the fame purpofe that the
other was; that is, fo raife money upon us,
WITHOUT OUR CONSENT{ . :
This would be making right to confift, not
inexemption from snjury, but from a certain
degree of injury.
- But the objeGtors may further fay, that
we_fhall fuftain no injury at all by the difufe
of Britith paper and glafs.  We might not,
if we could make as much as we want.
But can any man, acquainted with Ameri-
ca, believe this poflible? ‘I am told there
are but two . or three glafi-houfes on this
continent, and but very few paper-mills;
and {uppofe more fhould be eretted, a long
courfe of years muft elapfe, before they can
be brought to perfetion. ‘This continent
is a country of planters, farmers, and fith-
ermen; not of manufaGurers. The diffi-
culty of eftablithing particular manufa&ures
in fuch a country, is almoft infuperable 3
for one manufalture is connefted with others
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in fuch a manner, that it may be faid ‘to ‘be
impoflible to eftablith one ortwo without efta-
* blithing feveral others. ' “The experience 'of
many nations may convince us of this trath.” !
- Inexpreflible therefore ' muft ' be our'di-
fireffes in evading the late'aéts, by'the dif-
ufe of Britith paper and glafs.” - Nor will this
be the ‘extent ‘of our misfortunes, if* we'*ad-
it the FEoARE of et Q0> s, 33 A0S

Great-Britain has prohibited the manu-
facturing “ironf and fteel in" thefe  colontes,
without any !objetion “being made to “her
right of domng it.. The like right fhe muft
have to prohibit any other manufaéture among
us. Thus the is poflefled of an undifputed
precedent on -that point. ~ This authority,
the will fay, is founded on the original in-
tention of fettling thefe colonies s that is, that .
fhe fhould manufacture for them, and' that
they fhould fupply her with materials. " The
equity of ‘this policy, fhe will alfo fay, has
been univerfally acknowledged by the colo-
nies, who never have made the leaft objec-
tion to ftatutes for. that' purpofe; and will
further appear by the mutual benefits flowing
from this ufage, ever fince the fettlement of
thefe colonies, i

QOur great advocate, Mr. Prrr, in' his
fpeeches on the debate concerning the - repeal
of the Stamp-aél, acknowledged, that Great-
Britain could reftrain our manufadtures.  His
words are thefe—¢ This kingdom, as the
fupreme’ governing and legiflative power, has
- : always
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v 3
always.bound  the colonies by her regulations

and refirictions in trade, in. navigation, in
manufastures in every thing. except that
of taking their amoney out of their. pockets,
WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT.” | Again he
fays, ¢* We may bind their trade, coNriNg
THEIR Manvuracrures, and cxercife every
power whatever, except that of taking mo-
ney out of their pockets, WiTHoUT THEIR
CONSENT. : : ;

Here then, let my countrymen =rouse
themfelves, and behold the - ruin ' hanging
over their heads ! 1f they ONCE admit,  that
Great-Britain may lay duties, upon her ex-
portations to s, for. the, purpoje of levying
money: on-us only, ihe then will have nothing
to do, but to lay thofe dutics on, the articles
which fhe prohibits us to manufalture—and
the tragedy of American liberty is  finifhed.
‘We bave been prohibited frem  procuring
manufaltures,  in; all  cafes, any where but
from Great-Britain, - (excepting linens, which
we rare permitted to import direttly from
Ireland ;) we have been prohibited, - in fome
cafes, from manufadturing for, ourfelves : we
are therefore exatly in the fituation of a city
‘befieged, which is {urrounded by, the worls
of the: befiegers in. -every. part but one. If
that is clofed up, mo, ftep can: be: taken; but
to furrender at difcretion. I Great-Britain
»¢an order  us to; come. to ‘her for, neceflaries
‘e ‘want, and can order us toipay’ what taxes
fhe pleafes before  we | take them  away. or

- when
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when we have them here, <we are as abje&
flaves, as France and Poland can fhew in
wooden thoes, and with uncombed hair.*
Perhdps the nature of the neceffitics of the
dependent flates, caufed by the policy of a
governing one, for her own benefit, may
be elutidated by a fa& mentioned in hiftory.
When the Carthaginians were poflefled of
the iflind of Sardinia, they made a decree,
that the Sardinians thould not get ¢orn any
other way than from the Carthaginians,
Then, by impofing any duties they would,
they drairied from the miferable Sardinians
any {ums they pleafed; and whenever that
oppreffed people made the leaft movement
to affert their liberty, their tyrants ftarved
them to death or fubmiffion. This may
be called the moft perfe& kind of polifical
neceffity. : : ;
From what has been faid, T think this un-
controvertible conclufion mdy be deduced,
that when a ruling ftate obliges a dependent
ftate to take certain commodities from her
alone, it is implied in the nature of that obli-
gation; and is eflentially requifite to give it
the leaft degree of juftice ; and is infeparably
united with it, in order to preferve any fhare
of freedom to the dependent ftate; that thofe
commodities fhould never be loaded with

* The peafants of France wear wooden fhoes ; and the
vaffals of Poland are remarkable for matted hair, which never
can be combed,

duties
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duties for the fole purpofe of levying money
on the dependent {iate. - »
 The place of paying the duties impofed
by the latg at, appears to me therefore to
be totally immateridl., ‘The fingle queftion
is, whether the parliament can legally impofe
duties to. be paid &y the people of thefe colo-
nies, only FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF RAISING
A REVENUE, on commodities which fbe obliges
us to take from her alone; orsin other words,
whether the parliament can legally take
money out of our pockets, without our con=
fent ? 1f they can, our boafted liberty is
but ‘ ‘

& Vox et preeterea nihil”
A found, and nothing elfe,

A FARMER. "

) B L E T«
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Beloved Countrymen,

Rejoice to find, that my two former let-
_ ters to you, have been generally received

with fo much favour by fuch of you whofe
fentiments I have had an opportunity of
knowing. Could you look into my heart,
you would inftantly perceive an ardent af-
feCtion for your perfons, a zealous attach-
ment to your interefts, a lively refentment of
every infult and injury offered to your ho-
nour or happinefs, and an inflexible refolu-
tion to aflert your rights, to the utmoft of my
weak power, to be the only motives that
have engaged me to addrefs you.

I am no further concerned in any thing
affe@ing America, than any one of you ; and
when liberty leaves it, I.can quit it much
more conveniently than moft of you: but
while Divine Providence, that gave me exift-
ence in a land of freedom, permits my
head to think, my lips to {peak, and my
hand to move, I fhall fo highly and grate-
fully value the blefling received, as to take
care that my filence and inactivity fhall not
give my implied affent to any a& degrading
my brethren and myfelf from the birthright

wherewith
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wherewith heaven itfelf ¢ hath made us
free?* ‘

" Sorry I am to learn, that there are fome
few perfons, thake their heads with folemn
motion, - and pretend to wonder what can
be the meaning of thefe letters. < Great-
Britain, they fay, is too powerful to con-
tend with; fhe is determined to opprefs us;
it is in vain to fpeak of right on one fide,
when there is power on the other; when we
are firong  enough to refift, we fhall attempt
it s but now we are not ftrong enough, and
therefore we had better be quiet; it figni-
fies nothing to convince us that our rights
are invaded, when we cannot defend them s
and if we fhould get into riots and tumults
about the late a&, it will only draw down
heavier difpleafure upon us.”

What can fuch ‘men defign? What do
their grave obfervations amount to, but this
< that thefe colonies, totally regardlefs
of their liberties, fhould commit them, with
humble refignation, to chance, time, and the
tender mercies of miniflers.” :

Are thefe men ignorant, that ufurpations,
which might have been fuccefsfully oppofed
at firft, acquire firength by continuance, and
thus become irrefiftible ? Do they condemn
the condué of thefe colonies, concerning the
Stamp-aft 2 Or have they forgot its fuc-
cefsful iffue ? Ought the colonies at that

D2 time,
# Gal. v, 1.
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time, inftead of alting as they did, to have
trufted for relief to the fortuitous events of
futurity ! If it is needlefs ¢ to fpeak of
- rights” now, it was as needlefs then. If the
behaviour of the colonies was prudent and
glorious then, and fuccefsful too, it will be
equally prudent and glorious to a& in the
fame manner now, if our rights are equal-
ly invaded, and may be as fuccefsful. "There-
fore it becomes neceflary to enquire, whe-
ther ¢ our rights are invaddd.,” To talk
of ¢ defending” them, as if they could be
no otherwile ¢ defended” than by arms, is
as much out of the way, as if a man hav-
ing a choice of {everal roads to reach his
journey’s end, fhould prefer the worft, for
no other reafon, than becaufe it is the worft.

As to “ riots and tumults,” the gentle-
men who are fo apprehenfive of them, are
much miftaken, if they think, that grievan-
ces cannot be redrefled without fuch affift-
ance.

I will now tell the gentlemen what is
¢ the meaning of thefe letters.” The mean-
ing of them is, to convince the people of
thefe colonies, that they are at this moment
expofed to the moft imminent dangers ; and
to perfuade them immediately, vigouroufly,
and unanimoufly, to exert themfelves, in
the moft firm, {ut moft peaceable manner,
for obtaining relief,

The caule of liberty is a caufe of too
much dignity, to be fullied by turbulence

and
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and tumult. It ought to be maintained in
a manner fuitable to her nature, Thofe
who engage in it, fhould breathe a fedate,
yet fervent {pirit, animating them to adions
of prudence, juflice, modetty, bravery, hu-
manity, ‘and magnanimity.

To fuch a wonderful degree were the an-
cient Spartans, as brave and as free a people
as ever exifted, infpired by this happy tem-
perature of foul, that rejeCting even in their
battles the ufe of trumpets, and other infiry.
‘ments for exciting heat and rage, they march-
ed up to fcenes of havock and horror, with
the found of flutes, to the tunes of which
their fleps kept pace—¢ exhibiting, as Ply-
¢ tarch fays, at once a terrible and delightful .
“ fight, and proceeding with a deliberate
¢ valour, full of hope and good aflurance,
as if fome divinity had infenfibly affifted
¢¢ them.”

I hope, my dear countrymen, that you
will, in every colony, be upon your guard
againft thofe who may at any time endea-
vour to flir you up, under pretences of pa-
triotifm, to any meafures difrefpeétful to our
Sovereign and our mother country. Hot,
rath, diforderly proceedings, injure the re-
putation of a people as to wifdom, valour
and virtue, without procuring them the leaft
benefit. I pray God, that he may be pleafed
to infpire you and your pofterity to the
lateft ages with that fpirit, of which I
have an idea, but find a difficulty to ex-

prefs ¢

€
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prefs: to exprefs in the beft manner I can,
1 mean a {pirit that thall fo guide you, that
it will be impoflible to determine, whether
an  American’s chara&er is moft diftinguith-
able for his loyalty to his Sovereign, his
duty to his mother country, his love of
freedom, or his affe@ion for his native {oil.

Every government, at {fome time or other,
falls into wrong meafures ; thefe may pro-
ceed from miftake or paffion. But every
fuch meafure does not diflolve the obliga-
tion between the governors and the govern-
¢d ; the miftake may be corrected ; the pal-
fion may pafs over. ;

It is the duty of the governed to endca-
vour to re@ify the miftake, and appeafe the
paffion. They have not at firft any other
right, than to reprefent their grievances, and
to pray for redrefs, unléfs an emergence is
fo preifing as not to allow time for recelva
ing an anfwer to their applications, which
rarely happens. If their applications are dif-
regarded, then that kind of oppofition be-
comes juftifiable, which can be made with-
out breaking the laws, or difturbing the pu-
blic peace. 'This comfifts in the prevention
of the oppreflors reaping advantage from their
oppreffions, and not in their punifhment,
For experience may teach them what reafon
did not ; and harfh methods cannot be pro-
per, till milder ones have failed.

If at length it becomes undoubted, that
an inveterate refolution is formed, to annihi-

late
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late the liberties of the governed, the Englifh
hiftory affords frequent examples of refiftance
by force. 'What particular circumftances wiil
in any future cafe juftify fuch refiftance, can
never be afcertained till they happen. Per-
haps it may be allowable to fay, generally,
that it never can be juftifiable, until the peo-
ple are FULLY conNvINCED, that any fur-
ther {ubmiffion will be defiru@ive to their
happinefs.

When the appeal is made to the fiord,
highly probable it is, that the punithment
will exceed the offence; and the calamities
attending on war out-weigh thofe preceding:
it. 'Thefe confiderations of juftice and. pru-
dence will always have great influence with
good and wife men.

To thefe refle@ions on this {ubje&, it re-
mains to be added, and ought for ever to be
‘remembered ; that refifftance in the cafe of
colonies againft their mother country, is ex-
tremely different from the refiftance of a
people againft their prince. A nation may
change their king or race of kings, and re-
taining their ancient form of government, be
gainers by changing. Thus Great-Britain,
under the illufirious houfe of Brunfwick, a
houfe that feems to flourith for the happi-
nefs of mankind, has found a felicity, un-
known in the reigns of the Stuarts. But if
once we are feparated from our mother coun-
try, what new form of government thall we
accept, or when fhall we find another Bri-

tamn
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tain to {upply our lofs? Torn from the body
to which we are united by religion, liberty;
laws, affe@ions, relations, language, and coms=
merce, we muft bleed at every vein.

In fruth, the profperity of thefe provinces
is founded in their dependence on Great=
Britain ;. and when {he returns to ¢ her old
« good humour, and old good nature,” as
Lord Clarendon exprefles it, T hope they
will always efteem it their duty and intereft,
as it moft certainly will be, to promote her
welfare by all the means _in their power.

We cannot ait with too much caution
in our difputes. Anger produces anger ; and
differences that might be accommodated by
kind and refpe@ful behaviour, may by imprus
dence be changed to an incurable rage.

In quarrels betwen countries, as well as
1n thofe between individuals, when they have
sifen to a certain height, the firft caufe of
diffention is no longer remembered, the minds
of the parties being wholly engaged in recol-
leGing and refenting the mutual expreflions
of ther diflike. When feuds have reached
that fatal point, all confiderations of reafon
and equity vanifh; and a blind fury governs,
or rather confounds all things. A people
no longer regards their intereft, but the
gratification of their wrath. The fway of
the Cleon’s, * and Clodius’s, the defigning

* Cleon was a popular firebrand of Athens, and Clo-
dius of Romes; each of them plunged his country into
the deepeft calamities. :

and
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and deteftable flatterers of the prevaling paffion,
becomes confirmed. B2 10 oy ,

Wife and good men in vain oppofe the
ftorm, and may think themfelves fortunate,
if, endeavouring to preferve their ungratefil
fellow citizens; they do not ruin themfelves.
“Their prudence will be called bafenefs ; their
‘moderation, guilt; and if their virtue does
1ot lead them to défiruction, as that of ma:
ny' ‘othier gréat and excellent perfons Has doné,
they miay furvive, to receive from theit’ expi-
ring country, the mournful glory of her ac-
knowledgment, that their councils, if ‘régards
‘ed, would have faved her. ; o
. The conflitutional modes of" obtaining re-
lief are thofe which I would with to fee pur-
fued on the prefent occafion ; that is; by pe-
titioning of our affemblics, or, where they
are not permitted to meet; of the people to
the powers that can afford us relief. -

We have an excellent Prince, in whofe
good " difpofitions towards us we may con-
fide. 'We have a generous, fenfible, and hu-
mane nation, to whom we may apply. They
may be deceived ; they may, by artful men,
be provoked to anger againft us; but I can-
not yet believe they will be cruel or unjuft ;
or that their anger will bé implacable, = Let
us behave like dutiful children, who have
received unmerited blows from a beloved pa-
rent. Let us complain to our parents, but
let outr complaints {peak at the fame time, the
language of affliction and veneration,

E If,
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If however, it thall happen, by an unfor-
tunate courfe of affairs, that our applications
to his Majefty and the parliament for the
redrefs, prove ineffeCtual, let us then take
another ftep, by w1th01dmg from Great-
Britain all the advantages the has: been ufed
to receive fromus. Then let us try, if our
ingenuity, induftry, and frugality, will not
give weight to our remonfirances, = Let us
all be wnitéd with one {pirit in one caufe.
Let us mvents let us work ; let us faves
let us at the fame time, keep up our clalms,
and unceafingly repeat our complaints ; but
above all, let us implore the protetion of
that infinite good. and gracious Being, ¢ by

“ whom kings; re1gn, and princes decree
¢ juftice.”

““ INil defperandum.”
Nothmg 1s to be defparred of.

A FA,RMER,

LETTER
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Beloved Countrymen,

"A N obje&tion, I hear, has been made

againft what I offered in my fecond let-
ter, which 1 would willingly clear up before
I proceed. ¢ There is,” fay thefe objec-
tors, “ a material difference between. the
¢ Stamp-a¢t and the late a& for laying 2
¢ duty on paper, &c. that juftifies the con-
““ duét of thofe who oppofed the former,
¢ and yet are willing to {fubmit to the lat-
¢ ter. ‘'The duties impofed by the Stamp-
“ a& were internal taxes, but the prefent
¢ are external, which therefore the parlia-
“ ment may have a right to impofe.”—
‘To this I anfwer, with 4 total denial- of the
power of parliament to lay upon thefe colo-
nies any tax whatever. :

This point being {fo important to this and
to all fucceeding generations, I with to be
clearly underftood, :

To the word ¢ Tax,” I annex that mean-
ing which the conftitution and hiftory of
England require to be annexed to it; that
itis, an impofition on the fubje® for the
fole purpofe of levying money.

In the early ages of our monarchy, the
fervices rendered to the crown, for the ge-

E a _ mneral
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neral good, were perfonal ;* but in progrefs
of time, fuch infitutions being found in-
convenient, certain gifts and grants of thetr
own property. were made by. the people, un-
der the feveral names of aids, tallages, talks,
taxes, {ubfidies, &c.  Thefe were made, as
may be collefted even from the names. for
public fervice, ¢ upon need and neceflity,”
all thefe fums were levied upon the people
by virtue of their voluntary gift.] The

V : : defign

¥ It is very worthy of remark, how watchful our wife
anceftors were, left ‘thefe fervices fhould be extended be-
yond the limits of ‘the law. No man was bound to go
out of the realm to ferve, and therefore even in the con-
quering reign of Henry V. when the martial fpirit of the
nation was inflamed by fuccefs to a great degree, they itill
carefully guarded againft the eftablifiment of illegal fer-
vices.  Lord Chief Juftice Coke’s words are thefe, “ When
this point concerning maintainance of wars out of Eng-
Jand came in queftion, the Commans did make their con-
tinual claim of their antient freedom and birth-right, as
in the firft of Henty V. and feventh of Henry V. &c. the
Commons made proteft that they were not bound to the
maintainance of war in Scotland, Ireland Calais, France,
Normandy, or other foreign parts, and caufed their pro-
tefls: to' be entered into the parliament roll, where they
yet remain ; which, in effett, agreeth with that, which up=-
on the like occafion was made " in the ' parliament of %8
E. £ zd Tnfilptgiag, o0 SOOWETSGE :

t 4. laft, p. 28, :

1 Rege Anglie nibil talk, nifi convocatis primis ordinibus et
affentiente populo, fufeipiunt. Phil. Comines, :

Thefe ‘gifts “entirely depending” on the pleafure of the
donors, were proportioned to the abilities of the feveral
_ranks of people who gave, and were regulated by their
opinion of the public neceffitics, Thus Edward I. had
in his.eleventh year a.thirteenth from the laity, a twentieth
fromethe «clergy's in his twenty-fecond year, a teath from

the
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defign of them "was to' fupport the national
honour and intereft. " Some of thofe grants
comprehended duties’ arifing from trade, be-
ing impofts on merchandizes. Thefe Chief
Juftice Coke clafles under << {ubfidies ” * and
¢ parliamentary aids.,” They are alfo called
#¢ cuftoms.” But whatever the name was,
they were always confidered as gifts of the

people to ' the crown, to be employed for
public ufes.

Commerce was at a low ebb, and moft
furprifing inftances may be produced, how
little it was attended to, for a fucceffion of
ages. The terms that have been mention-

the laity, a fixth from London, and other corporate towns,
half’ of their benefices from the clergy ; in his twenty-third

car, an eleventh from the barons and others, a tenth from
the clergy, and a feventh from the burgeffes, &c. ’

Hume’s Hiftory of England.

The fame difference in the grants of the feveral ranks,
is obfervable in other reigns. 1In the famous flatute e
tallagio nan concedends, the King enumerates the feveral
clafles without whofe confent he and his heirs fthould never
fet or levy any tax.  * Nullum tallaginm el auxilium,
§ per mos, wel haredes noftros, in regno noffro  ponatyr fex
§¢ levetur,  fine woluntate et affenfu archicpifcoporam, epifcopo=
¢ rum, comitum, baronum, militun, burgenfiumy et aliorum li-
$¢ berorum de regmo noftro.” 2T

Lord Chief Juttice Coke in his comment on thefe words,
fays, ¢ for the quicting of the Commons, and for a per=
petual and conftant law for ever after, both in. this -and
other like cafes, this aét was made.”” ¢ Thefe words are
plain without feruple ; abfolute without any faving?’ :
l : 2 Coke’s Intt. p. 522, 523.:

Little did the venerable judge imagine, that * other -
¢¢ like cafes” waould happen, in which the {pirit of -this
law would be defpifed by Englifhmes, the pofterity of thefe
who made it. : g ‘

* 4 Inft. p. 28,

ed,
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ed, and among the reft that of ¢ tax,” had
obtained a national, parliamentary meaning,
drawn_ from the principles of the confiitu-
tion, long before any Englithman thought
of -regulations of trade ¢ by impofing du-
ties.”

Whenever we {peak of taxes among Eng-
lithmen, let us therefore fpeak of them with
~ reference to the intentions with which, and
the principles on which they have been
eftablithed. ' This wiil give certainty to our
expreffion, and fafety to our conduct : but
'if when we have in view the liberty of thefe
colonies, and the influence of ¢ taxes” laid
without our confent, we proceed in any
other courfe, we purfue a Juno¥* indeed, but
thall only catch a cloud.

In the national parliamentary fenfe in-
fifted on, the word  tax ” 4 was certainly
underftood by the congrefs at New-York,
whofe refolves may be faid to form the
American “ bill of rights.” 1 am fatisfied
that the congrefs was of opinion, that no im-
pofitions could be legally laid on the peo-
‘ple of thefe colonies for the purpofe of le-
vying money, but by themlielves or their
reprefentatives,

* The goddefs of empire, in the heathen mythology.
. According to an ancient fable, Ixion purfued her, but fhe
efcaped by a cloud which fhe threw in his way. )

* 4 in this fenfe Montefquieu ufes the word ¢ fax,”’ in

“'his thirteenth book of Spirit of Laws,
The
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The third, fourth, fifth, and fixth refolves
are thus exprefled. }

II1. ¢ That itis infeparably eflential to the
fredom of a people, and the uindoubted right
of Englifhmen,’ that no tax be impofed on
them, but by their own cenfent, given perfo-
nally or by their reprefentatives.”

IV, ¢ That the people 'of the colonies are
not, and from their local circumftances cannot
be reprefented in the houfe of commons, in
Great-Britain.” , 1
- V. ¢ That the only reprefentatives of the
people of the colonies, are the perfons cho-
fen therein by themfelves ; and that no tax-
es ever have been, or can be conftitutionally
impofed on them, but by their refpe@ive le-
giflatures.” '
#0'VL ¢ ‘That all fupplies to the crown be-
g free gifts of the people, it is unreafona-
ble  and inconfiftent with ‘the principles and
fpirit of the Britith conftitution, for the people
of Great-Britain: to 'grant to his Majefty the
property of the colomies.” %
~uHere'ls no diftin&ion' made between in-
ternal and extermal taxes. Tt is evident
from: the fhost reafoning thrown into thefe
refolves, that every mmpofition- ¢ to grant to
¢ his. Majefty the property of the!colonies,”
was thought a ¢ tax;” and . that!every
fuck impofition if: laid any other way < /but
with their confent” given ‘perfonally, “or by
their reprefentatives,” ' was mot only < un-

reafon-
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#¢ reafonable, and inconfiffent with the prid=
¢t ciples and {fpirit of the Britith conftitu-
“ tion,” but. deftruGtive ¢ to the freedom
¢ of a peoples”” 0

Thls language 15 cleat and.important. A
¢ tax”:means an impofition to raife ' money:
‘Such - perfons ' therefore as {peak of internal
and  external ¢ taxes,” 1 pray may pardon
me, if I object to that expreffion as applied to
the privileges and interefts of thefe colonies:
There may be external and internal impofi-
tions, founded on different principles, and hav-
mg different  tendencies ; every ¢ tax’ be=
1ng an impofition, tho’ ‘every 1mpoﬁt10n 15
7ot @ “ tax.” But all ¢ taxes™are founds
‘ed on the fame principle, ‘and h'we the. fame
tendency.

« External impofitions for the regulation
of our trade, do not grant to his Majefty
the ‘property of the Lolonie's.‘” They  only
prevent the colonies acquiring property in
things not neceflary, and in a:manner:judged
to be injurious to the welfare of the whole
empire. ~ But ‘the laft flatute refpeting us,
¢ grants-to his Majefty the property:of thefe
-4¢ ¢olonies,” by laying duties on manufac-
tures of Great-Britain, which they muft take,
and which he fettled them, in order that they
_thould " take.

What. ¢ tax” can be more: %internal”
“than“this? here is money drawn without
“their confent from a {ociety, who have con-

. ftantly
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ftantly enjoyed a conftitutional mode of raifs
ing all money among themfelves.* The pay-
ment of this tax they bave no poffible me-
thod of ‘avoiding, as théy cannot do without
the commodities on which it is laid, and
they cannot manufa&ture thefe commodities
themfelves ; befides, if this unhappy country

& “ fhould

* It feems to be evident, that Mr. Pitty in his defence
of America, during the debate concerning the repeal of
the . Stamp-act, by ¢ jmernal tates* meant any dutics
S for the jurpofe of raifing  a revenwe; and by "< cxternal
¢ raxes,” meant ¢ duties ititpofed for the regulation of trade.”
His expreflions are thefe.—¢¢ 1f the gentleman does not
underftand the difference between internal and external
taxes, I cannot hizlp it; bat there is a plain’ diftinétion
between taxes levied for the purpofes of raifing a reve-
nue, and daties impofed for the regulation of trade, for
the accommodation of the fubject; altho’ in the confe-
quences, fome revenue might incidentally arife from
the latter.”

Thefe words were in Mr. Pitt’s reply to Mr. Grenville,
who faid he could not underfand the difference between
external and internal taxes. But Mr. Pitt, in his firft {peech,
had made no fuch diftin@ion; and his meaning, when
he mentions the diftinétion, appears to be—that by ¢ ex-
ternal tawes,”” he intended impofitions, for the purpofe ‘of
regulating the intercourfe of the colonies with others ; and
by ¢ internal taxes,” he intended impofitions, for the pur-
pofe of taking money from them.

In every other part of his fpeeches on that occafion, his
words confirm this conftrudtion of his expreflions. The
following extradts will fhew how pofitive and general were
his affertions of our right,

“IT1s MY OPINION THAT THIS KINGDOM HAS NoO
RIGHT TO LAY A TAX UPON THE COLONIEs.” ¢ T
AMERICANS ARE THE SONS NOT THE BASTARDS OF
ENcLaND. TAXATION Is No PART OF THE GOVERN«
ING OR LEGISLATIVE POWER.” ¢ The taxesare a vo-
luntary gift and grant of the Commons alone; In legife
: lation.



42 L ThT Eply Wy
fhould be fo. lucky as to clude this a&; by

getting parchment enough to ufe .in the
place of paper, or reviving the ancient me-

thod of writing on wax and bark, and by

lation the three eftates of the realm are alike concerned,
but the concurrence of the peers and the crown to a tax,
is only neceffary to clofe with the form of alaw. The gift
and grant is of the Commons alone.” ¢ The diftin&ion
betwween legiflation and taxation is eflentially neceffary to
liberty.,”” ¢ The commons of America reprefented in  their
Several affemblies-bave ever been in poffiffion of the exercife of
this, their conflitutional wvight," of giving and gramting their
vz mongy.  They. would -have been flaves, if they had ot
enjoyed. 2. ¢ The idea-of a wirtual reprefentation’ of
America in this < houfe, is the moft contemptible idea
that ever entered into the head of man. It does not de-
ferve a ferious. refutation.” i S
He aftrwards fhews the unreafonablenefs of Great-
Britain taxing America, « thus—‘* When I had ‘the ho-
nonur of ferving his Majefty, I availed myfelf of the
means of information, which I derived from ‘my office :
I {peak therefore from knowledge. My materials were
good, I was at pains to collett, to digeft, to confider
them: and I awill be bold to affirm, that the profit to Great-
Britain. from the ‘trade of the colonies, ‘thrd® all its branches,
1y tavo millions a year. | This is the fund that carried you tri
umphantly thro’ the loff avar. | The eftates :that were rent-
ed at two thoufand pounds a year, threefcore’ years ago,"
are -at three thoufand pounds at . prefent.: Thofe" eftates:
fold then from fifteen to- eighteen 'years purchafe; the'
fame may be now {old for thirty.: YOU O« ETHIS TO"
AMERICA. THIS 1S THE PRICE THAT AMERICA'
PAYSYOU FOR: HER. PROTECTION,”——¢¢"T “dare
not fay how much higher thefe: profits may be -augment-’
ed.” —¢ Upon the whole; I will: beg leave to “tell ‘the
houfe what is really my opinion: it'is; THAT FaE
-STAMP~ACT BE REPEALED ABSOLUTELY, TOTALLY, AND
IMMEDTATELY. « That  the reafon for ‘the repeal be afs
ﬁgned" becaule it « was founded: on ‘an erroneous prins;
ciple. 10 Th i dr Mol F onmed st

| invents,
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inventing fomething to {erve inftead of glafs,
her ingenuity would ftand her in little ftead;’
for then the parliament would have nothing
to do, but to prohibit manufaétures, or to
lay a tax on hats and woollen cloths, which
they have already prohibited the colonies
from f{upplying each other with; or on in-
firuments and tools of fteel and iron, which
they “have -prohibited the provincials from
manufaéturing at all.*  And then what little
gold and filver they have, muft be torn
from their hands, or they will not be able
in a fhort time, to get an axe [ for cutting
their firewood, nor a plough for raifing their
food.——In what refpect therefore,” I beg
leave to afk, is the late a& preferable to the
Stamp-a&, or more confiftent with the li-
berties of the colonies? ¢ I regard them
¢ both with equal apprehenfion, and think

@ ¢« And that pig and bar iron made in his Majefty’s
colonies in America may be further manufattured in this
kingdom, be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid,
that from and after the twenty-fourth dayof June, 1750,
no mill or other engine for fliting or rolling of iron,
or any plaiting forge to work with a tilt hammer, or
any furnace for making fteel, fhall be eretted, or after
fuch ereftion continued, in any of his Majefty’s colonies
in America.” 3. Geo, II. chap, 29.Te&.%q.

t Though thefe particulars are mentioned as being fo ab-
folutely neceflary, yet perhaps they are not more fo than
glafs, -in our fevere winters, to keep out the cold, from odur
houfes; orthan paper, without which fuch inexpreflible

confufion muft enfue. .

F:  they
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¢ they cught to be in the fame manner
“. oppoled. -

“ Habemus " quiden fenatus. confultum
tanquam gladium in pagina repofitum.”
We have a fatute like a fword in the

{cabbard, .

1 bR R M R 4
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Beloved Countrymen,
'PERHAPS the objetion to the late a&,

.

impofing duties upon paper, &c. might .
have been fafely refted on the arguments
drawn from the univerfal condu of parlia-
ments and miniflers, from the firk exiftence
of thefe colonies, to the adminifiration of Mr.
Grenville. . 5
. What but the indifputable, the acknow-
ledged exclufive right of the colonies to. tax
themfelves, could be the reafon, that in this
long  period of more than one ‘hundred and
fifty years, no flatute was ever pafled for the
RC fole
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fole purpofe of raifing a revenue on the co-
lonies ¢ And how clear, how cogent muft
that reafon be, to which every parliament
and every minifter, for {o long a time, fub-
mitted, without a {fingle attempt to inna-
vate !

- England in part of that courfe of years,
and Great-Britain in other parts, was enga-
ged in fierce and expenfive wars ; troubled
with {fome tumultuous and bold parliaments;
governed by many daring and wicked mini-
fters 5 yet none of them ever ventured to
touch the PALLADIUM or AMERrican
LIBERTY, Ambition, avarice, fation, ty-
ranny, all revered it.. Whenever it was ne-
ceflary to raife money on the colonies, the
‘requifitions of the crown were made,. and
dutifully complied with. = ‘The parliament
from time to time regulated their trade, and
that of the reft of the empire, to preferve
their dependencies, and the conne@ion of the
whole m good order,

The people of Great-Britain, in fupport of
their privileges, boaft much of their antiqui-
ty. Yetit may well be queftioned, if there
js a fingle privilege of a Britith fubject fup-
ported by longer, more folemn, or more un-
interrupted teftimony, than the exclufive right
of taxation in thefe colonies. ‘The people of
Great-Britain confider that kingdom as the
fovereign of thefe colonies, and would now
anngx to that {overeignty -a prerogative ne-

ver
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ver heard ‘of before. How would they bear
this; was the cafe their own ? What would -
they think of a new prerogative claimed by
the crown? 'We may guefs what their con-
du& would be, from the tranfports of pafiion’
into which they fell about the late embargo,’
laid to relieve the moft’ emergent ‘neceffities
of ftate, admitting of no delay ; and- for
which there were numerous precedents,’ Let!
our liberties’ be treated 'with' the fame' ten-
dernefs, and ‘it ‘15 all*we defire. :

‘Explicit’ as the conduét of parliaments, for
fo'many’ ages, is, to’ prove that no money
can be ‘levied -on  thefe’ colonies by ‘parlia-
ment, for the purpofe of raifing a revenue;
yet it is not the ornly’ evidence in our fa-
vour. . 2b ‘
Everyone of the-moft material arguments
againft' the legality of' the Stamp-aét operates
with equal‘force againft the aét now object-
ed to ; but as they are well known, it {feems
aunneceflary to repeat them here. R S ¥
' "This general one only fhall be confidered
at prefent; That though thefe colonies are
dependent on Great-Britain, and though fhe
has a legal ‘power to make laws for' pre
ferving' that dependence’s’ yet it is not ne=
“ceffary for this - purpofe, nor eflential to" the
relation’ between a mother country and her
‘colonies, as was cagerly  contended by “the
advocates for the Stamp-a&, that {he {hould
raife money upon them without " their con-
{ent,

Colonies
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... Colonies. were formerly planted by war-
like nations, to keep their enemies in awe;
to relieve their country overburthened with
mhabitants ; or .to difcharge a number of
difcontented and troublefome citizens. But
in more modern ages, the {pirit of violence
‘being in fome meafure, if the expreffion may,
be allowed, fheathed in commerce, colonies
have been fettled by the nations of Europe.
for the purpofes of trade. Thefe purpofes
were to be attained by the' colonies raifing;
for their mother: country, thofe things which
fhe did not produce herfelf; ' and. by fupply-.
ing  themfelves from her with things they
wanted, 'Thefe were the national objects in
the commencement of our colonies, and have
been uniformly fo in their promotion,
“To anfwer thefe grand purpofes, perfect
liberty - was known to be neceffary 5 all hi-
fiory proving that trade and. freedom. are
nearly related to each other,. By a due re-
gard to this wife and juft plan, the infant co-
lonies, expofed in the unknown climates and:
unexplored, wildernefles of. this. new. world,.
lived, grew and flourifhed. -
. The parent country, with undeviating pru-
dence and, virtue, attentive to. the firft prin-
ciples of colonization, drew to herfelf the.
benefits fhe might reafonably exped, “and;
preferved to her children the bleflings on
which thofe benefits were founded. Shemade
laws' obliging: her 'colonies to carry to hér”
ERRROR IR all

ey
e
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all thofe producs which fhe wanted for her
own ufe ; and all thofe raw materials which
fhe chofe herfelf to work up.  Befides this
reftriction, fhe forbad them to procure ma-
nufactures from any other part of the globe ;
or even the produés of Europeazt countries,
which alone could rival her, without being
firft brought to her. In fhort, by a variety
of laws, fhe regulated their trade in fuch
a'manner, as fhe thought moft conducive to
their mutual advantage and her own wel-
fare. A power was referved to the crown
of repealing any laws that fhould be enaéed.
The executive authority of government was
all lodged in the crown and its reprefonta-
tives ; and an appeal was fecured to the
crown from all judgments in the admini-
ftration of juftice,

For all thefe powers eftablithed by the
mother country over the colonies; for all
thelfe  immenfe emoluments derived by her
from them ; for all their difficulties and di-
firefles in fixing themfelves, what was the
recompenfe made them ! A communication
of her rights in general, and particularly of
that great one, the foundation of all  the
reft—that their property, acquired with fo
much pain and hazard, thould not be dif-
pofed of by * any one but themfelves

* Tiee power of taxing themfelves, was the privileges
of which the Erglith were, with reafon, particularly jealous.
' Hume’s hift. of England.

or
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or, to ufe the beatitiful and’emphatic lan«
guage of the facred' {criptures, ¢ that they
thould fit every. man under: his vine, and
under his fig ‘trée, ‘and none fhould make
them afraid.”4 - il -

Can any man of candour and knowledge
deny that thefe inftitutions. form. an afhi-
nity between Great-Britain and her colonies,
that {ufficiently fecures their dependence up-
on her ? or that for her to levy. taxesup-
on them, is to reverfe the nature.of things 2
or that fhe can purfue fuch a meafure, with=+
out reducing them to a flate of vaflalage 1.

If any perfon  cannot conceive:the fupre-
macy of Great-Britain to exift, without the
power of laying taxes to levy money upon
s, - the hiftory ~of the colonies of Great-
Britain fince their fettlement will prove. the
contrary.  He will there find the amazing
advantages arifing to her from them the
conftant exercife . of - her f{upremacy——and
their filial fubmiffion to' it, without a fingle
rebellion, or even the thought of one, from
the firft emigration to this' moment and
all’ thefe things have happencd, without an
inftance of Great-Britain laying taxes to levy
money upon them. o

How many Britith authors * have remon-
firated that- the prefent wealith, power, and
; ' - glory

4 Mic. iv. 4. : LR Avis e O
* It has been faid in the Houfe of Commons, when com=«
plaints have been made of the decay of trade 1o any partf
°
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glory of their country, are founded on thefe
colonies ? As conftantly as ftreams tend to
the ocean, have they been pouring the fruits
of all their labours into their mother’s Jap.
Good Heaven! And fhall a total oblivion of

former

of Europe, ¢ That fuch things were not worth regard, as
Great-Britain was pofleft of colonies that could ‘confume
more of her manufactures than fhe was able to fupply them
with.”

‘ As the cafe now ftands, we fhall thew that the plan-
tations are a fpring of wealth to this nation, that they
work for us, that their treafure centres all here,  and that
the laws have tied them faft enough to us; fo that it
muft be through our own fanlt and mifmanagement, if
they become independent of England.” 5 3

Davenant on the plantat. trade,

“ It is better that the iflands fhould be fupplied from
the nothern ‘colonies than from England, for this reafon 3
the provifions we¢ might fend to, Barbadoes, Jamiaca, &G
would be unimproved produét of the earth, as grain of all
kinds, or fuch produ& where there s little got by the im-
provement, as. malt, falt, beef; and pork ; indeed the ex-
portation of falt fith thither would he more advantage(m'is{,
but the goods which we fend to the nosthern colonies,
aré’ fuch, ‘whote improvement may be jultly faid, one with
another to be near four fifths of the value of the whole
commodity, as apparel, houfhold furniture, and many other
thin®s, i+ = 200 3 R em.

*“ New-Englandis the moft prejudicial plantation to the
kingdom of Lngland ; and yet, to do right to that moef
induftrious Englih colony, ‘T mult confels, that though
we lofe’ by theéir inlimited trade with other foreign’ plan-
tations, yet we are. very great gainers by - their Siyedt
trade to and from Qld England,  Our yearly exportas
tions of Englifh manufadtures, malt and other _goods, from
hence. thither, -amounting, ' in my opivion, o ten. times
the value' of what is imported from thence ; which calcu-
lation I do not make at random, but upon. mature con-
fideration, and peradventure, upon as much experience in
4his very trade, as any other perfon will pretend to.; and
therefore,  whenever reformation of our_ correfpondency in -

; ' ; Arade
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former tendetnefles and bleflings be fpread
over the minds of a wife people, by the for-
did acs of intriguing men, who covering
their felfith projects under pretences of pub-
lic good, firlt enrage their countrymen in-

G 2 to

trade with that people fhall be thought on, it will, in
my poor judgment, require great tendernefs, and very fe-
Tious circumf{peétion.”
Sir Jofiah Child’s difcourfe on trade,
¢ Our plantations {pend moftly our Englifh manufac-
tures; and thofe of all forts almoft imaginable, in egre-
gious quantities, and employ near two-thirds of all our
Englifh fhipping ; fo that we have more people in Eng-
land by reafon of our plantations in America.”
Idem.
; Sir Jofiah Child fays, in another part of his work,
¢‘-that not more than fifty families are maintained in
England by the refining of fugar.” From whence, and
from what Davenant fays, it is plain, . that the advan-
tages here faid to be derived from the plantations by
-England, muft be meant chiefly of the continental colo=
nies.
¢ I fhall fom up my whole remarks on our American
colonies, with this obfervation, that as they are a cer-
tain annual revenue of feveral millions fterling to their
mother country, they ought carefully to be protected, duly
encouraged, and every opportunity that prefents im-
proved for their increafment and advantage, as every ore
they can poflibly reap, muft at leaft return to us with in-
tereft. Beawe’s Lex merc. red.
¢ We may fafcly advance, that our trade and naviga-
tion are greatly increafed by our colonies, and that they
really are a fource of treafure ‘and naval power to this
kingdom, fince they work for us, and their treafure cen-
tres here, Befare their fettlement, our manufaQures were
few, and thofe' but indifferent ; the number of Eng-
lith merchants very fmali, and the whole fhipping of the
nation much inferior to what now belongs to the no-
thern colonies only., Thefe are certain fafls.  But fince
their eftablifhment, our condition has altered for the bet-
tery almoft to a degree beyond credibility, Our maa
nufactures
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to a frenzy of paffion, and then advance their
own influence and intereft, by gratifying that

paffion, which they themfelves have barely
excited ?

Hitherto Great-Britain has been content-
ed with her profperity. Mopderation has been
the

nufaftures are prodigioufly encrealed, chiefly by the de-
mand for them in the plantations, where they at lealt
take off one half, and fupply us. with many valuable
commodities for exportation, which is as great an emo-
lument to the mother kingdom, as to the plantations
themfelves.”
Poftiethwayt’s univerfal di&t. of trade and commerce.
¢« Moft of the nations of Europe have interfered with
ns more or lefs, in divers of our ftaple - manufactures,
within half a century, not only in our woollen, but in
our lead and tin manufactures, as well as our fifheries,”
. Idem,
¢ The inhabitants of eur colonies, by carrying on a
trade with their foreign neighbours, do not only occa-
“fion a greater quantity of the goods and merchandizes
of Europe being fent from hence to them, and a greater
quantity of the produ¢t of America to be fent from them
thither, which would otherways be carried from and
“brought to Europe by foreigners, but an increafe of the
feamen and navigation in thofe parts, which is of great
firength and fecurity, as well as of great advantage to
our plantations in general. ' And though fome of our
colonies are not only for preventing the importations
of all goods of the fame fpecies they produce, but fuf-
fer particular planters to keep great runs of land in their
pofieffion uncultivated with defign to prevent new fet-
tlements, whereby they imagine the prices of their com-
modities may be affected ; yet if it be confider’d, that
the markets of Great-Britain depend on the markets of
all Europe in general, and that the European markets
in general depend on' the proportion between the an-
nual confumption and the whole quantity of each fpe-
cies annually produced by all nations ;3 it muft follow
“that whether we or foreigners are the producers, car-
. : : siers,
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the rule of her condu&. But now, a gene-
rous and humane people, that fo often has
-protetted the liberty of firangers, is inflamed
into an attempt to tear a privilege from her
own children, which if executed, muft in
their opinion {ink them into flaves : and for

what ?

riers, importers, and exporters of American produce,
yet their - refpeétive prices in each colony (the ditfe-
rence of freight, cuftems and importations confidered)
will always bear preportion to the general confump-
tion of the whole quantity of each fort, produced in
all colonies, and in all parts, allowing only for the
ufual contingencies, that trade and commerce, agricul-
ture and manufactures are liable to in all countries.”
Idem,

¢ Tt is certain, that from the very time Sir Walter
Raleigh the fa‘her of our Englifh colonies, and his aflo-
ciates, firft projefted thefe eftablifiments, there have been
perfons who have found an intereft, in mifreprefenting,
or leflening the value of them.—The attempts were cal-
led chimerical and dangerous. Afterwards many malig-
nant {uggeftions were made, about facrificing fo many
Englifimen to the obftinate defire of fettling colonies in
countries which then produced very little advantage.
But as thefe difficulties were gradually furmounted, thofe
complaints vanithed, No fooner were thefe lamentations
over, but others arofe in their flead; when it could be no
fonger faid, that the colonies were ufelefs, it was alledged
that they were not ufeful enough to their mother country.;
that while we were loaded with taxes, they were abfo-
lutely frec; that the planters lived like princes, when the
inhabitants of England laboured hard for a tolerable fub-
 fiftence.” 1dem.

« Before the fettlement of thefe colonies.” fays Pofile-
thwayt, ¢ our manufattures were few, and thofe but indif-
ferent. In thofe days we had not only our naval ftores,
but our thips from our neighbours. Germany furnifhed us
* with all things made of metal, even to nails. Wine, paper,

“ Tinens, and a thoufand other things came from Franee.
_ Portugal fupplied us with fugar; all the produéts of America

were
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what ? For a pernicious power, not necefe
fary to her, as her own expérience may
convince her ; but horribly dreadful and de-
teftable to them
It feems extremely probable, that when
cool, difpaflionate pofterity fhall confider the
affe@tionate

were poured into us from Spain; and the Venetians and
Genoefe retailed to us the commedities of the Eaft-Indies,
at their own prices” s e

¢¢ Ifitbealked, whether foreigners for what goods they
take of us, do not pay on that confumption a great portion of
-gur taxes? It is admited they do.?

Poftlethwait’s Great-Britain’s true {yftem.

¢ If we are afraid that one day or other the colonies
will. revolt, and fet up for themfelves, as fome feem to
apprehend, lef us not drive them to a neceflity to feel
themfelves independent of us; as they will do, the me-
ment they perceive that thev can be fupplied with all
things from within themfelves, and do not need our
affiftance. 1f we would keep them ftill depeadent unpon
their wother country, and in fome refpeéts fubfervient
to_their views and welfare, let us make it their intereft
always to be fo.” ‘ Tucker on trade,

% Our colonies; while they have Englith blood imr their
veins, and have relations in England, and while they can
get by trading with us, the ftronger and greater they grow,
the more this crown and kingdom will get by them; and
nothing but fuch an arbitrary power as fhall make them
defperate can bring them to rebel,” el

Davenant on the plantation trade.

¢ The northern colonies are not wpon the -fame foot-
] ing as thefe of the fouth ; and having a warfe foil fo ime
prove, they muft find the recompence fome other Way,
which enly ‘can be in property and dominion ; upon
which fcore, “any innovations in the form of govern-
.ment ‘there, fhould be cautioufly examined, for fear of
entering upen mealures, by which the induftry of the in-
- habitants . may be guite difcouraged.  ’TFis always unfor-
tunite for a people, cither by confent or upon eompul-
fion, to depart from their primitive inflitutions and

; : thofg
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afie€tionate intercourfe, -the reciprocal bene-
fits, . and the unfufpefting confidence, that
have fubfifted - between thefe colonies and
their parent county; for fuch a length of
time, they will execrate with the bittereft
curfes the infamous memory of thofe men,

whoie

thofe fundamentals, by which they were firft united to-
gether.,”> ; Idem.,

“ All wile ftates’ will wedl confider how to preferve the
advantages arifing from colonies, and avoid the evils,
And I conceive that there can be but two ways in nature
to hinder them from throwing off their dependence 3 one
to keep it out of their power, and the other out of their
will.  The firft muft be by force; and the latter by ufing
them well, and keeping them employed in fuch produc-
tions, and making fuch manufa@ures, as will fupport
themfelves and families comfortably, and procure them
wealth too, and at leaft not prejudice their mother coune
try. i

yFQrce can never 'be ufed effe@ually to anfwer the end,
without deftroying the colonies themfelves, Liberty and
encouragement are neceffary to carry people thither, and
to keep them together when they are there ; and violence
will hinder both. Any body of troops confiderable
enough to awe them, and keep them in fubjection un-
der the direftion too of a needy governar, often fent
thither to make his fortune, and at fuch a diftance from
any application for redrefs, will foon put an end to all
planting, and leave the country to the foldiers alone,
and if it did not, would eat up all the profit of the ce-
lony, . For this reafon arbitrary countries have not been
equally fuccefsful in planting colonies with free ones 3
and what they have done in that kind, has either been
by force at a vaft expence, or by departing from the
nature of their government, and giving fuch privileges
to planters as were denied to their other fubjests. - And
I dare fay, that a few prudent laws, and a little prue
dent condu®, would foon give us far the greateft fhare
of the. siches. of .all America, perhaps drive many of

e other
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whofe peftilential 'ambition, = unneceflirily,
wantonly, firft opened the fources of: civil
difcord between them; firft turned their love
into jealoufy ; and firft taught thefe pro-
vinces, filled with grief and anxiety, to en-
quire, '
<« Mens ubi materna eff 2°

Where is maternal atfe&ion ?

A FARMER.

other nations out of it, or into our colonies for fhel-
ter.

 There are fo many exigences in all flates, fo many
foreign wars and domeftic difturbances, that thefe colo-
nies can never want opportunities, if they watch for them,
to do what they fhall find their intereft to do, - and
therefore we ought 'to take all the precautions in our
power, that it fhall never be their intereft to a&t againft
that of their native: country ;- an -evil which can no
otherways be averted, than by keeping them fully em-
ployed in fach trades as will increafe their own, as well
as our wealth ; for it much to be feared, if we do not
find employment for them, they may find it for us. The
intereft of the mother country is always to keep them de-
pendent, and fo employed ; and it requires all her ad-
drefs to do it 3 and it is certainly more eafily and ef«
feGtually done by gentle and infenfible methods, than Dy
power alone, : Cato’s letters.

LETTER
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Beloved Countrymen,

T may perhaps be objeéted againft the ar-

guments that have been offered to the
public concerning the legal power of the
parliament, that it has always exercifed the
power of impofing duties for the purpofes
of raifing a revenue on the productions of
thefe colonies carried to Great-Britain, which
may be called a tax on them. To this I
anfwer ; that is no more a violation of the
rights of the colonies, than their being or-
dered to carry certain of their productions to
Great-Britain, which is no violation at all ;
it being implied in the relation between them,
that the colonies thould not carry fuch com-
modities to other nations, as fhould enable
them to interfere with the mother country.
The duties impofed on thefe commodities
when brought to her, are only a confequence
of her paternal right; and if the point is
thoroughly examined, will be found to be
laid on the people of the mother country,
and not at all dangerous to the liberties of
the colonies. Whatever thefe duties are,
they muft proportionably raife the price of
the goods, and confequently the duties muft be
paid by the confumers. In this light they were
confidered by the parliament in the 25 Char.
IL. Chap. 7, fec. 2. which fays, that the pro-

H ductions
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ductions of the plantations were carried from
one to another free from all cuftoms, “ while
“¢ the fubjecs of this your kingdom of Eng-
¢¢ land have paid great cuftoms and impo-
¢ fitions for what of them had been fpent
“ here, &c.” ‘Such duties therefore can ne-
ver be injurious to the liberties of the colo-

nies.
It * may, perhaps, be further objetted,
“¢ that it being granted that the ftatutes made
Fo gy

* ¢ If any one fhould obferve, that no opppofition has
¢ been made to the legality of the 4th Geo. III. ch, 13,
¢ which is the firft s& of parliament that ever impofed
¢ duties on the importations in America, for the exprefs
¢ purpofe of raifing a revenue there, I anfwer, firft, thag
¢ though that a& exprefsly mentions the raifing a revenue
¢ in America, yet it feems that it had as much in view,
‘¢ the improving and fecuring the trade between the fame
¢ and Great Britain,”” ¢ which words are part of its title,
¢ and the preamble fays, ¢¢ Whereas it is expedient that
¢ new provifions and regulations fthould be eftablifhed for
¢¢ improving the revenue of this kingdom, and for extend-
¢¢ ing and {ecuring the navigation and commerce between.
¢¢ Great Britain and your Majefty’s dominions in America,
¢¢ which, by the peace, have becn fo happily extended and’
¢¢ enlarged, &c.” ¢ Secondly, all the duties mentioned in
¢ that att, are impofed folely on the produétions and manuy-
¢ faltures of foreign countries, and not a fingle duty laid
< on any produétion or manufa&ture of our mother country..
¢ Thirdly, the authority of the provincial affemblies is not
«¢ therein fo plainly attacked, as by the laft a&, which
< makes provifion for defraying the charges of the admini-
¢ tion of juftice, “and the fupport of civil government..
4thly, That it being doabtful whether the intention of
the 4th Geo. HI. ch. 15, was not as much to regulate
trade as to raife 2 revenue, the minds of the people here
were wholly engroffed by the terror of the Stamp-ad,
then impending over them, about the intention of which
they could be in no doubt.’

oy W o & W

¢ Thefe
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¢« for regulating trade are binding upon us,
¢ it will be difficult for any perfons but the
¢¢ makers of the laws to determine, which
¢« of them are made for the regulating of
<t trade, and which for raifing a revenue;
¢ and that from hence may ari(% confufion.”
" To this I anfwer, that the objection is of
no force in the prefent cafe, or {fuch as re-
femble it, becaufe the a&t now in queftion
is formed exprefsly for the fole purpofe of
raifing a revenue.

However, fuppofing the defign of the par-
liament had not been exprefled, the objec-
tion feems to me of no weight, with regard
to the influence, which thofe who may make °
it, might expeét it ought to have on the
condu& of the colonies.

It is true, that impofitions for raifing
revenue, may be hereafter called regulations
of trade, but names will not change the na-
ture of things. Indeed we ought firmly to
believe, what is an undoubted truth, confirm-
ed by the unhappy experience of many ftates
heretofore free, that unlefs the moft watch-
Ry o H: ful

¢ Thefe reafons fo far diftinguithed 4th Geo. III. ch. 15,
from the laft a&, that it is not to be wondered at, that
the firft fhould have been fubmitted to, though the laft
thould excite the moft univerfal and fpirited oppofition.
For this will be found on the firiteft examination to be,
in the principle on which it is founded, and in the con-
fequences that muft atrend it, if poflible, more deftrudlive
¢ than the Stamp-a&. It is, to fpeak plainly, a prodigy in
> our laws, not having one Britifh feature.’

e R B
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ful attention be exerted, a new fervitude
may be flipped upon us under the fan&ion
of ufual and refpetable terms.

- Thus the Cafars ruihed Roman liberty,
under the titles of tribunical and di&atorial
authorities, old and venerable dignities,
known in the moft ﬂourifhing times of free-
dom. In imitation of the fame policy, James
I1. when he meant to eftablith popery, talk-
ed of liberty of confcience, the moft facred
of all li‘berties. 5 and had thereby almoft de-
ceived the diffenters into deftrudtion. _

All artful rulers, who firive to extend their
Own power }bey‘ond its juft limits, endeavour
to give to their attempts, as much femblance
of “Iegality as poffible. Thofe who fucceed
them may venture to go a little farther ; for
€ach new encroachment will be firengthened
by a former, * ¢ That which is now fupport-
““ ed by examples, growing -old, will be-
come an example itfelf,” and thus {fupport
freth ufurpations. y

A free people, therefore, can never be
too "quick in obferving, nor too firm in op-
pofing the beginnings of alterations, either .
in form or reality, refpe&ing inftitutions
formed for thejr fecurity. The firft leads
to the laft; on the other hand nothing is
more certain, than that forms of liberty may
be retained, when the fubflance is gone. In

government

€<

b Tacitus,



LETTER N 61
government as well as in religion, °¢ the let~
* ter killeth, but the fpirit giveth life.”

I will beg leave to enforce this remark b
a few inftances. The crown, by the confti-
tution, has the prerogative of creating peers;
the exiftence of that order in due number
and dignity, is effential to the conftitution 5
and if the crown did not exercife that pre-
rogative, the peerage muft have long fince
decreafed fo much, as to have loft its proper
influence.  Suppofe a prince for fome unjuft
purpofes, fthould from time to time advance
many needy profligate wretches, to that
rank, that all the independance of the houfe
of Lords thould be deftroyed, there would
then be a manifeft violation of the conftitu-
tion, under the appearance of ufing legal pre-
rogative.

The houfe of Commons claim the privi-
lege of forming all money-bills, and will
not {uffer either of the other branches of the
legiflature to add to or alter them ; contend-
ing that their power, fimply extends to an
acceptance or rejection of them.  This privi-
lege appears to be juft; but under pretence
of this juft privilege, the houfe of Commons
has claimed a licence of tacking to money
bills, claufes relating many things of a total-
ly different kind, and have thus forced them,
in a manner, on the crown and lords. This
{feems to be an abufe of that privilege, and
it may be vaftly more abufed. ‘Suppofe a
future houfe; influenced by fonzc difplaced

. ifcontented
(¢) 2 Cor. iii. 6. )
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difcontented demagogues, in a time of dan-
ger, fhould tack to a money bill fomething
{o injurious to the king and peers, that they
would not affent to it and yet the Commons
{hould obftinately infift on it the whole king~-
dom would be expofed to ruin, under the ap-
pearance of maintaining a valuable privilege.

In thefe cafes it might be diflicult for a
while to determine, whether the King in-
tended to exercife his prerogative in a con-
fitutional manner or not; or whether the
Commons infifted on the demand facitioudly,
. or for the public good : but furely the con-
duct of the crown, or of the houfe, would
in time fufficiently explain itfelf.

Ought not the people therefore to watch
to obferve fa&s ? to fearch into caufes ? to
inveftigate defigns ? and have they not a
right of judging from the evidence before
them, on no {lighter points than their liber-
ty and happinefs ? It would be lefs than trif-
ling, wherever a Britith government 1s efta-
blithed, to make ufe of any other arguments
to prove fuch a right. Itis fufficient to re-
mind the reader of the day on which King
William landed at Torbay. ° :

I will now apply what has been faid to
the prefent queftion. The nature of anyim- -
pofitions laid by parliament on the colonies,
muit determine the defign in laying them.
It may not be caly in every inftance to dif-
cover that defign. Whenever it is doubtful,
I think fubmiflion cannot be dangerous;

nay,
() Nov, 5, 1768.
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nay, it muft be right; for, in my opinion,
there is nd privilege the colonies claim, which
they ought, in duty and prudence, more
earneftly to maintain and defend, than the
authority of the Britith parliament to regu-
late the trade of all her dominions. Without
this authority, the benefits fhe enjoys from
our commeice, muft be loft to her: The
bleflings we enjoy from our dependance upon
her, muft be Ioft to us ; her ftrength muft
decay, her glory vanith ; ‘and the cannot {uf-
fer, without our partaking in her misfortune.
—— ¢ Let us therefore cherifh her intereft
‘“ as our own, and give her every thing that
“ it becomes FREEMEN to give or to
“*“\seceives? :

The nature of any impofitions fhe may
lay upon us, may in general be known, con-
fidering how far they relate to the preferving,
in due order, the connexion between the fe-
veral parts of the Britifh empire. One thing
we may be affured of, which is this 3 when-
ever a ftatute impofes duties on commodities,
to be paid only upon their exportation from
Great-Britain to thefe colonies, it is not a
regulation of trade, but a defign to raife a
Tevenue upon us.  Other inftances may hap-
pen, which it may not be neceffary to dwell
on. I hope thefe colonies will never, to their
lateft exiftence, want underﬁanding fufficient
to difcover the intentions of thofe who rule
over them, nor the refolution neceﬂ'ary for
afferting - their interefts, They will always

’ have
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have the fame right that all free ftates have,
of judging when their privileges are invaded,
and of ufing all prudent meafures for prefer=
ving them. ‘ '

<« Quocirca vivite fortes”

« Fortiaque adverfis opponite pettora rebus,”
q

Wherefore keep up your {pirits, and galv
lantly oppofe this adverfe courfe of affairs.

A FARMER.

LB T el Bt

Beloved Countrymen,

HIS letter is intended more particular-

ly for fuch of you, whofe employment
in life may have prevented your attending to
the confideration of fome points that are of
great and public importance. ~For many
fuch perfons there muft be even in thefe co-
lonies, where the inhabitants in general are
more intelligent than any other people, as
has been remarked by firangers, and it {eems
with reafon.

Some of you perhaps, filled as I know your
breafts are with loyalty to our moft excellent
prince, and with love to our dear mother
country, may feel yourfelves inclined by the
affeCtions of your hearts, to approve every
action of thofe whom you fo much venerate
and efteem.

A prejudice thus flowing from goodnefs
of difpofition is amiable indeed. I wifh 1i5

cou
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could be indulged without danger. Did 1
think this poflible, the error fhould have
been adopted, not oppofed by me. - But in
truth, all men are fubje to the paffions and
frailties of nature ; and therefore whatever re-
gard we entertain for the perfons of thofe
who govern us, we fhould always remem-
ber that their conduét as rulers may be in-
fluenced by human infirmities.

When any laws injurious to thefe colonies
are pafled, we cannot, with the leaft pro-
priety, fuppofe that any injury was intended
us by his Majefty or the Lords. For the af-
fent of the crown and peers to law feems, as
far as I am able to judge, to have been vefted
in them, more for their own fecurity than for
any other purpofe. On thie other hand, it is
‘the particular bufinefs of the people to en-
quire and difcover what regulations are ufe-
ful for themfelves, and to digeft and prefent
them in the form of bills to the other orders;
to have them enacted into laws—Where
thefe laws are to bind thenifelves, it may
be expected that the houfe of Commons will
very carefully confider them : But when they
are making laws, that are not defigned to
bind themfelves, we cannot imagine that
their deliberations will be as cautious and
ferupulous as in their own cafe*

: : I Iam

- Many fremarkable inftances might Be produced of the
extraordinary inattention with which bills of great import-
ance; concerning théfe calonies, have pafled in parliamentz

: which
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I am told that there is a wonderful ad-
drefs frequently ufed in carrying points in
: e the

which is owing, as it is fuppofed, to the bills being brought
in by the perfons who have points to carry, fo artfully frained
that it is not eafy for the members in general, in the haite of
bufinefs, to difcover their tendency.

The following inftances fhew the truth of this remark.
When Mr. Grenville, in the violence of reformation and
innovation, formed the 4th Geo. IlI. chap. 15th, for regu-
lating the American trade, theword ¢ Ireland” was dropt
in the claufe relating to our iron and lumber, fo that we
could not fend thefe articles to no other part of Evrope, but
to Great-Britain. This was fo unreafonable a reftiiftion,
and {o contrary to the fentiments of the legiflature, for many
years before, that itis furprifing it fhould not have been taken
notice of in the houfe. However the bill pafied into a law.
But when the matter was explained, this reftriGion was taken
off in a fubfequent aét.

I cannot pofitively fay, how long after the taking off this
reftriction, as I have not the a&s; but I think in Tefs than
¢ighteen months, another a& of parliament paffed, in
which the word ¢¢ Ireland,” was left out as it had been
before. The matter being a fecond time explained, was a
fecond time regulated. ] -

Now if it be confidered, that the omiffion mentioned
ftruck off, with one word, fo very great a part of our trade,
it muft appear remarkable: and egually fo is the method
by which rice became an enumerated commodity, and there-
fore could be carried to Great-Britain only.

¢ The enumeration was obtained, (fays Mr. Gee*) by
one Cole, a Captain of a thip, employed by a company
then trading to Carolina ; for feveral fhips going from Eng-
land thither and purchafing rice for Portugal, prevented the
aforefaid Captain of a loading. Upon his coming home,
he poflefled one Mr. Lowndes, a member of parliament,,
(who was very frequently employed to prepare bills) with an
opinion, that carrying rice direétly to Portugal was a preju~
dice to the trade of England, and privately got a claufe into
an aft to make it an enumerated commodity; by which
means he fecured afreight ro himfelf. But the confequence
proved a vaft lofs to the nation.”

. I find that this claufe ¢ privately got into an aét, for the

benefit of Capt. Cole,. to the vaft lofs of the nation,’”” is foifted:

‘ inter
I Gee, on trade, p. 32. A
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the houfe of commons, by perfons experien-
ced in thefe affairs-—that opportunities are
watched—and fometimes votes are paft, that
if all the members had been prefent, would
have been rejected by a great majority. Cer-
tain it is, that when a powerful and artful
man has determined on any meafure againft
thefe colonies, he  has always fucceeded
in his attempt. Perhaps therefore it will -
be proper for us, whenever any oppreffive act
affeting us is paft, to attribute it to the
inattention of the members of the houfe
of commons, and to the malevolence or am- .
bition of fome fatious great man, rather than
to any other caufe. .

Now I do verily believe, that the late act
of parliament impofing duties on paper, &c.
was formed by Mr. Grenville and his party,
becaufe it is evidently a part of that plan,
by which he endeavoured to render himfelf
popular at home; and I do alfo believe that
not one half of the members of the houfe
of commons, even of thofe who heard it
read, did perceive how deftrutive it was to
American freedom. .

For this reafon, as it is ufual in Great-
Britain, to confider the King’s fpeech, as

I2 the

into the 3d Anne, chap. 5. intituled, ¢ An a& for granting
¢ to her Majeity a further fubfidy on wines and merchandizss
« imported,” with which it has no more connexion, than
with 34th Edw. I. 34th and 35th of Henry VIII. or the 25th
of Car. Il. which provides that no perfon fhall be taxed but
by him(elf or his reprefentative. '
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the fpeech of the miniftry, it may be right
here to confider this a& as the a& of a party.
—Perhaps I thould fpeak more properly if I
was to ufe another term,— 07
There are two ways of laying taxes—One
is by impofing a ceftain fum on particular
kinds of property, to be paid by the ufer
or confumer, or’ by taxing the perfon at a
certain {um; the other is, by impofing a
certain fum on particular kinds of property
to be paid by the feller. - I
- When 2 man pays the firft fort of tax, he
knows with certainty that he pays fo much
money for a tax. ° The . confideration for
which he pays it is remote, and it may be
does not ‘occur to him. He is fenfible too.
that' he is commanded and obliged to pay it
as a tax ; and therefore people are apt tobe dif-
pleafed with this fort of tax. :
- The other fort of tax is fubmitted to in
very different- manner. The purchafer of
any article very feldom reflects that the feller
raifes his price {o as to indemnify him for the
tax he has paid. He knows the prices of
things are continually fluGtuating, and if he
thinks about the tax, he thinks at the fame
time in all probability, that he might have
paid as much, if the article he buys had not
been taxed. = He gets fomething vifible and
agreeable for his money, and tax and price
are fo confounded together, that he cannot

feperate, or does not ‘chufe to take the trou-
ble of feperating them. =~ =~
= e This
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This mode of taxation therefore is the
mode fuited to arbitraryand oppreflive govern-
ments. ‘The love of liberty is fo natural to
the human heart, that unfeeling tyrants think
themfelves obliged to accommodate their
fchemes as much as they can to the appear-
ance ‘of juftice and reafon, and to deceive
thofe whom they refolve to deftroy or op-
prefs, by prefenting to them a miferable
pi¢ture of freedom, when the mef’mmable
original is loft.

This policy did not efcape the cruel and
rapacxous Nero. That monfter, apprehen--
five that his crimes might endanger his au-
thority and life, thought proper to do fome
popular a&s to fecure the obedience of his
fubjects. Among other things, fays ¢ Ta-
citus, “ he remitted the twenty-fifth part
¢¢ of the price on the fale of flaves, but ra-
¢ ther in thew than reahty, for the feller
* being ordered to pay it, it became a part
¢¢ of the price to the buyer,” ‘

This is the refletion of the judicious hif-
torian ; but the deluded people gave their
mfamous emperor full credit for his falfe
generoﬁty Other nations have been treated
in the fame manner the Romans were. The
honeft induftrious Germans who are fettled
in different parts of thlS continent can in-
form us, that it was this fort of tax that
drove them from their native land to our

Woods,

¢ Tacitus’s An, b.13. £ 31,
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woods, at that time the feats of perfedt and
undifturbed freedom. i

Their princes inflamed by the luft of
power and the luft of avarice, two furies,
that the more hungry they grow, tranigre{-
fed the bounds they ought in regard to them-
felves to have obferved. To keep up the
deception in the minds of fubjects . there
muft be,” fays a very learned author ¢,
< {ome proportion between the impoft and
the value of the commodity; wherefore
there ought not to be an excetiive duty upon
-merchandizes of little value. There are
countries in which the duty-exceeds feven-
teen or eighteen times the value of the com-
modity. In this cafe the prince removes the
illufion.  His fubje&s plainly fee they are
dealt with in an unreafonable manner, which
renders them moft exquifitely fenfible of
their flavith fituation.” ‘

From hence it appears that fubjets may
be ground down into mifery by this fori of
taxation as well as the other. They may be
as much impoverifhed if their money is
taken from them in this way, asin the other;
and that it will be taken, may be more evi-
dent, by attending to a few more confidera~
tions. / :

The merchant, or importer who pays the
duty at firft; will not confent to be fo much
money out of pocket. - He, therefore, pro-

. : : portionabl¥

t Montefguien’s {pirit of laws, .b. 13..' chap. 8.
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portionably raifes the price of his goods. It
may then be faid to be a conteft between
him and the perfon offering to buy, who
fhall lofe the duty. "This muft be decided
by the nature of the commodities and the
purchafers demand for them. If they are
mere luxuries, he is at liberty to do' as he
pleafes, and if he buys, he does it volunta-
rily : but if they are abfolute neceffaries, or
conveniencies which ufe and cuftom have
made requifite for the comfort of life, and
which he is not permitted, by the power
impofing the duty, to get elfewhere, there
the feller has a plain advantage and the
buyer muft pay the duty. In fa&, the feller
is nothing lefs than the colleCtor of the tax
for the power that impofed it. If thefe
duties then are extcnded to neceflaries and
conveniencies of life in general, and enor-
moufly increafed, the people muft at length
become indeed ¢ moft exquxﬁtely fenﬁble of
their flavith fituation.”

Their happinefs, therefore, mt1rely de-
pends on the moderation of thofe who have
authority to impofe the duties.

I fhall now apply thefe obfervations to the
late a& of parliament. Certain duties are
thereby impofed on paper and glafs, &c. im-
ported into thefe colonies. By the laws of
Great Britain we are prohibited to get thefe
articles from any other’ part ‘of the world.
We cannot at prefent, nor for many years to
come, though we fhould ‘Lpp}v ou1icl“<,}s to

thola

Lol
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thefe manufatures with the utmoft induftry,
make enough ourfelves for our own ufe.
That paper and glafs are not only convenient,
but abfolutely neceflary for us, I imagine
very few will contend. Some, perhaps, who
think mankind grew wicked and luxurious as
foon as they found out another way of com-
municating their fentiments than by {peech,
and another way of dwelling than in caves,
may advance {o whimfical an opinion. But
I prefume no body will take the unneceffary
trouble of refuting them.

From thefe remarks I think it evident, that
we muft ufe paper and glafs, that what we
ufe muft be Britifh, and that we muft pay
the duties impofed, unlefs thofe who fell
thefe articles are fo generous as to make us
prefents of the duties they pay, which is not
to be expected.

Some perfons may think this act of no con-
fequence, becaufe the duties are fo finall.
A fatal error. That is the very circum-
ftance moft alarming to me.  For I am con-
vinced that the authors of this law, would ne-
ver have otained an aét to raife {o trifling
a fum, as it muft do, had they not intend~
ed by it to eftablifh a precedent for future
ufe. ~ 'To confole ourfelves with the fmallnefs
of the duties; is to walk deliberately into the
fnare that is fet for us, praifing the neatne/s
of the workmanthip. Suppofe the duties,
impofed by the late act, could be paid by
thefe diftreffed colonies, with the utmoft f:afeCi

' : an
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ahd that the purpofes, to which they:are to
be ‘applied, were the moft reafonable and
equitable that could be conceived, the con-~
trary of which I hope to demonfirate before
thefe letters are concluded, yet even in fuch
a {fuppofed cafe, thefe colonies ought to re~
gard the act with abhorrence. For who are
a free people? not thofe over whom govern-
ment 18 reafonably and equitably exercifed
but thofe who live under a government, fo
confitutionally checked and controuled, that
proper provifion is made againft its being
otherwife exercifed. The late a& is founded
on the deftruction of 'this conftitutional fe-
curity. , .

If the parliament have a right to lay a duty
of four fhillings and eight-pence on a hun-
dred weight of glafs, or a ream of paper,
they have a right to lay a duty of any other
fum on either. They may raife the duty
as the author hefore quoted fays, has been
done in fome countries, till it ‘¢ exceeds fe-
“ venteen or eighteen times the value of the
¢ commodity,” In fhort, if they have a
right to levy a tax of ome penny upon us,
they have a right to levy a mullon upon us.
For where does their right ftop ? At any gi-
ven number of pence, fhillings, or pounds?
To attempt to limit their right, after grant-
ing it to exiftatall is as.contrary to reafon, as
sranting it to exift at all is contrary to juftice,

f they have any right to tax us, then, whe--
ther our own money fhall continue in our
own pockets, or not, depends no longer on

K us,
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us, but on them. <« There is nothing which
““ we can «c¢all our own,” or to ufe the
words of Mr. Locke, * What property”
“ have” we ““in that, which another may,
‘¢ by right, take, when he pleafes, to him-
eS8 T ' :
Thefe duties, which will inevitably be le-:
vied upon us, and which are now-levying
upon us, are exprefsly laid for the fole pur-
pofe of taking money. This is the true.
definition of taxes. They are therefore taxes.
This money is to be taken from us. We
are therefore taxed.  Thofe who are taxed
without their own confent, given by them-
felves, or their reprefentatives, are flaves®?,
' j We

N

< Speech Lord Cambden lately publithed.

* This is the opinion of Mr. Pitt, in his fpee__ch on the
Stamp-adt. ;

“ Itis my opinion, that this kingdom has no right to lay.
¢ a tax upon the colonies. The AMEeRricans are the SONS,
¢¢ not the BASTARDS of Encranp. The diftin&ion be-
¢¢ tween legiflation and taxation is eflentially neceffary to
¢¢ liberty. The Commons of America reprefented in their
¢ feveral affemblies, have ever been in poffeflion of this
¢¢ their conftitutional right of giving and granting their
¢¢ own money. They would have been flaves if they had
¢¢ not esjoyed it. The idea of a virtual reprefentation of
¢ America, in this houfe, is the moft contemptible idea that
¢¢ ever entered into the head of man. It ddes not defervg
¢¢ a ferious refutation.” ‘ '

‘That great and excellent man Lord Cambden, main.
tains the fame opinion in his {peech, in the houfe of peers,
on the declaratory bill of the fovereignty of Great Britain
over the colonies. The following extra@ls fo perfeéily agree
with, and confirm the fentiments avowed in thefe letters,
thatdit is hoped the inferiing them in this note will be ex-
cufed,: S RN AL

s¢ Ag
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We are taxed without our own confent given
by outfelves, or our reprefentatives. We

L4
€
P
4
€

K2 are

¢ As the affair is of the utmoft importance, and in its
confequences may involve the fate of kingdoms, I took
the firi@teft review of my arguments: 1 re-examined
all'my authorities 3 fully determined, if I found -myfelf
miftaken, publicly to own my miftake, and give up my
opinion, but my fearches have more and more convinced
me, that the Britifh parliament have no right to tax the
Americans, Nor is the doétrine new 3 it is-as old as the

-

4

AN

4

«¢ conftitution ; it- grew up with it, indeed it is its fupport.

€
€
€

N

Taxation and reprefentation are infeparably united. God
hath joined them; no Britith parliament can {eparate
¢ them; to endeavourto-de it isto ftab our vitals,

¢¢ My pofition is this—I repeat.it—I will maintain it to

«

¢ my laft hour—Taxation and reprefentation are infepara-
¢ ble. This pofition is* founded on the laws of nature; it
¢ js more, it is itfelf an eternal law of nature ; for what-

€
€
(4
€

¢ ever is a man’sown, is abfolutely his own’; and no man
¢ hath'a right to take-it from-him without his confent, ei=

¢ ther exprefled by himfelf or reprefentative ; whoever

¢ attempts to do it, attempts an injury ; whoever

¢ does«it, commits a robbery; he throws down the

€
€

-

diftin@®ion between liberty and flavery,”” ¢¢ There is not a’
blade of grafs, in the moft obfcure corner of the kingdom,

w

¢ which is not, which was not, reprefented fince the confti-
<€ tation began : there is not'a blade of grafs, which when’

¢ taxed, was not taxed by the confent of the proprietor.’®
The forefathers of the Americans did not leave their na-

< tive country, and {ubje& themfelves-to‘every danger and’

€
€
L4

-

LN

diftrefs, to be reduced to-the ftate of flavery. - They.did
not give up their rights; they looked for protetion, and
not for chains, from their mother-country. By her they

a e

¢ expe&ted to be defended in the pofleflion of their property ;

and not to be deprived of it: For fhould the prefent power

¢ continue, there is nothing which they can call their owo,
¢ or, to ufe the words of Mr. Locke, what property have”

X

they in that, which another may, by right, take, when
he.pleales, . to himfelf.”
- Itis impoflible to read this fpeech and Mr. Pitt’s, and not

be charmed with the generous zeal for the rights of mankind,
that glows in every {entence. Thefe great and good men,
animated by the fubjeét they fpeak upon, feem to rife above

all
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are theréfore——1I fpeak it with grief——T
{peak it with indignation we are flaves,

€ Mgﬁmbz?e ‘bulgus.”
A miferable tribe.

£l AR M EGRS

il D 100 e, N et L 3 4 o

Beloved Countrymen, L
N my opinion, ‘a dangerous example is
fet in the laft a& relating to thefe. colo-
nies. The power of parliament to levy
money upon_ us for raifing a revenue, 'is
therein avowed and exerted. = Regarding the
act on this fingle principle, I muft again re-
peat, and I think it my duty. to repeat, that
to me it appears to be unconftitutional.

- No man who confiders the condu& of
parliament fince the repeal of the Stamp-a&,
and the difpofition of many people at home,
can doubt, that the chief obje@. of attention.
there, is, to ufe Mr. Grenville’s expreflion,
¢¢ providing that the dependance and obe-

- : : dience
all the former glorious exertions of their abilities. A foreigner
might be tempted to think they are Americans, aflerting with
all the ardour of patrio:ifm, and all the anxiety of apprehen-
fion, the caufe of their native land, and not Britons ftriving
to ftop their miftaken countrymen from opprefling others.
Their reafoning is not only juft ; itis ¢ vehement,” as'Mr.
Hume fays of the eloquence, of Demofthenes, ¢ *Tis difdain,

¢ anger, boldnefs, freedom, involved in a continual fireams
- of argument.” Hume’s Effay on Eloquence,
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dience of the colonies be afferted and main-
tained.” _ ‘ e o :

Under the influence of this:notion, in-
fantly on repealing the Stamp-aét, an a&
pafled, declaring the power of parliament to
bind thefe colonies in all cafes; whatever,
‘This, however, was only planting a barren
tree, ‘that caft a thade indeed over the colo-
nies, but yielded no fruit. It being deter-
mined to enforce the authority on which the
Stamp-a& was founded, the parliament hav-
ing never renounced the right, as Mr. Pite
advifed them to do; and it being thought
proper to difguife that authority in fuch a
manner, as not again to alarm the colonies ;
fome little time was required to find a me-
thod, by which both thefe points thould be
united. At laft the ingenuity of Mr. Gren-
ville and his party accomplithed the matter,
as it was thought, in “ An aét for granting
certain- duties in the Britith colonies and
plantations in America, for allowing draw-
backs,” &ec. which is the title of the a& lay-
ing duties on paper, &c.: »

The parliament having- feveral times be-
fore impofed duties to be paid in America,
it was expetted no doubt, that the repeti-
tion of fuch a meafure would be paffed over
as an ufual thing. But to have done this,
without exprefsly afferting and maintaining
“ the power of parliament to take our mo-
rey without our'confent,” and to apply it as
they pleafe, would not have been fufficiently

declarative
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declarative of its fupremacy, nor fufficiently
depreflive of American freedom.

Therefore it is, that in this memorable

act we find it exprefsly “ provided” that mo-
ney fhall be levied upon us without our con~
fent, for purpofes, that render it, if poffible,
more dreadful than the Stamp-act.
- That a&, alarming as it was, ‘declared,
the money thereby to be raifed, fhould be
applied ¢ towards defraying the expences
“ of defending, prote@ing and fecuring the
¢ Britith colonies and plantations in Ame-
¢ rica:” And it is evident from the whole
act, that by the word ¢ Britith” were in-
tended colonies and plantations fettled by
Britith people, and not generally, thofe fub-
je& to-the Britith crown. That act therefore
feemed to have fomething gentle and kind in
its intention, and to aim only at our own
welfare : but the act now objeted to, im-
pofes duties upon the Britith colonies; “ to
defray the expences of defending, prote&ing
and fecuring his Majefty’s dominions in
America.” :

What a change of words! What an in-
computable addition to the expences in=
tended by the Stamp-act! ¢ His Majefty’s
¢ dominions” comprehend not only the
Britifh' colonies ; but alfo the conquered
provinces of Canada and Florida, and the
‘Britith garrifons of Nova Scotia; for thefe

do not deferve the name of colonies. -
) v What
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What juftice is there in making us pay for
“f defending, proteting and fecuring” thefe
places? What benefit can we, or have we
ever derived from them ? None of them was
conquered for us; nor will “ be defended,

rotected and fecured” for us.

In fact, however advantageous the fubdu-
ing or keeping any of thefe countries may be
to Great Britain, the acquifition is greatly
injurious to thefe colonies. Our chief pro-:
perty confifts in lands. Thefe would have
been of 2 much greater value, if fuch prodi-
gious additions had not been made to the
Britith territories on this continent. The
natural increafe of our own people, if con-
fined within. the colonies, would have
raifed the value fill higher and higher,
every fifteen or twenty years, Befides, we
fhould have lived more compaétly together,
and have been therefore more able to refitt
any enemy.

- But now the inhabitants will be thinl

{cattered over an immenfe region, as thog‘
who want fettlements, will chufe to make
new ones, rather than pay great prices for
old ones. ; <R

Thefe are the confequences to the colonies
of the hearty affiftance they gave to Great
Britain in the late war.———A war, underta-
ken folely for her own benefit. 'The objeés
of it were, the fecuring to herfelf the rich
tracts of land on the back of thefe colonies,
with the Indian trade, and Nova Scotia with

e the
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the fithery. Thofe, and much more has that
kingdom' gained : but' the inferior animals
that hunted with the Lion, have been amply
rewarded for all the {weat and blood their
lpyalty coft them, by the honour of having
fweated and bled in fuch company. _
- I will not go fo far as to fay, that Canada
and Nova Scotia are curbs on New England;
the chain of forts through .the back woods,
on the middle provinces; and Florida, on
the reft: but I will venture to fay, thatif
the produés of Canada, Nova Scotia, and
Florida, deferve anysconfideration, the ‘two
firft of them are only rivals. of our northern
colonies, and the other of our fouthern. .

It has been faid, that without the congueft
of thefe countries, the colonies could not
have been ¢ proteéted, defended, and fe-
¢ cured ;” If that is true, it may with as
much propriety be faid, that Great Britain
could not have been ¢ defended,. protected,
¢« and fecured” without that conqueit: for
the colonies are parts of her empire, which
it as much concerns her as them to keep
out of the hands of any other power.

But thefe colonies when they were much
weaker, defended themfelves, before this
conqueft was made; and could again do it,
againft any that -might properly be called
their enemies. If France and Spain indeed
thould attack them, as members of the Bri-

3 1] tifh
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tith emplre perhaps they might be diftrefled ;
but it would be in a Britith quarrel.

The largeft account I have feen of the
number of people in Canada, does not make
them exceed 9o,000. Florida can hardly be
{aid to have any inhabitants It is compu-
ted that there are in our colonies, 3,000,000.
Our force therefore muft encreafe with a dif-
proportion to the growth of their flrength,
that would render us very fafe.”"_

This being the ftate of the cafe, I cannot
think it Juf’c that thefe colonies, labouring
under fo many misfortunes, fhould be loaded
with taxes, to maintain countries not only
not ufeful, but hurtful to them. The fup—
port of Canada and Florida coft yearly, it is
faid, half a million fterling. From hence we
may make fome guels of the load that is to
be laid upon us: for we are not only to. de-
¢ fend, prote&, and fecure” them, but alfo
~ to make ‘¢ an adequate provifion for defray-

‘¢ ing the charge of the adminiftration of

Jufhce and the fupport of civil govern-
“ ment, in {uch proyinces where it fhall be
* found neceffary.”

Not one of the provinces of Canada, Nova-
Scotia, or Florida, has ever defrayed thefe
expences within itfelf: Andif the duties im-~
pofed by the laft fratute are colleCted, all of
them together, according to the beft infor-
mation I can get, will not pay onc quarter
as much as Pennfylvania alone. - So that the
Britith colonies are to be drained of the re-
Wards of their labour, to cherifh the fcorch-

ing fands of F lorlda, and the icy rocks of Ca-
L, nada
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nada and Nova—Scotm, which never will re-
turn to us one farthing that we fend to mcm.

Great- Bntam [ mean the miniftr
Great-Britain, Hag cantoned Canada and F lo-

rida out into five or fix governments, and
may form as many more, She now has four-
teen or fifteen rcmmento on this continent ;
and may fend over as many more. To make
€ an adequatp prov1ﬁon for all thefe ex-
pences, is, no doubt, to be the inheritance
of the Colomes

Can any man believe that the duties upon
paper, &c. are the laft that will be laid for
thefe purpofesP It is in vain to hope, that
becaufe it is 1mprudent to lay duties on the
exportation of manufactures from a mother
country to Colomcs, as it may promote ma-
nufactures among them, that this confidera-
non will prevent them.

Ambitious, artful men have made the mea-
fure popular, and Whatever 1nJ11ﬁ1ce or de-
ftruction will attend it in the opinion of the
colonifts, at home it wﬂl be thought Juf’c and,
falutary.* '

The people of Great-Britain will be told,
and they have been told, that thcy are fink-
ing under an immenfe debt—that great part
of this debt has been contra&ed in defending
the colomes——that thefe are {o ungrateful and
undutlful that tney will not el one
mlte to its paymcnt——nor even to t‘le fupport
of thc army now kept up for their « protec-

tion

2 ¢ So credulous, as well as obflinate, are the pe ople i
bcnex mg every :hmg, which flatters their prevailing paffion.’*
- Hume’s Hift. of Englandq
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tion and fecurity”’—that they are rolling in
Awealth, and are of fo bold and republican a
{pirit, that they are aiming at independance—
that the only way to retain them in ¢ obe-
dience” is to keep a ftri watch over them,
and to draw off part of their riches in taxes—
and that every burden laid upon them is tak-
ing off fo much from Great-Britain—Thefe
affertions will be generally believéd, and the
people will be perfuaded that they cannot be
too angry with their colonies, as that anger
will be profitable to themfelves.

In truth, Great-Britain alone receives any
beneft from Canada, Nova-Scoftia, and Flo-
rida ; and therefore fhe alone ought to main-
tain them.—The old maxim of the law is
drawn from reafon and juftice, and never
could be more properly applied, than in this
cafe.
€ Qui fentit, commodum, [entire debet ef onus.”
They who feel the benefit, ought to feel
the burden. ' '

A FARMER.,

|50 e O G v e

Beloved Gountrymen,
HAVE made fome obfervations on the
purpofes for which money is to be levied
upon us- by the late act of parliament. I
1hall now offer to your confideration fome
further refletions on that fubjet; and, un-
lefs T am greatly miftaken, if thefe purpofes
are accomplifhed, according to the expreft
| intention
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intention of  the a@, they will be found ef-
fectually to fuperfede that authority in our
refpetive aflemblies, which is moft effential
to liberty.” 'The queftion is not whether
fome branches. fhall be lopt off—The ax is
laid to the root of the tree; and the whole
body muft infallibly perifh, if we remain idle
ipectators of the work. »
No free people ever exifted, or'ever can
exift, without keeping, to ufe a common
but ftrong expreflion, ¢ the purfe ftrings”
in their own hands. "Where this is the cafg,
they have a conflitutional check upon the ‘ad-
miniftration, which may thereby be brought
into order without violence: but where fuch
a power is not lodged in the people, oppref-
fion proceeds uncontrouled in its career, tilk
the governed, tranfported into rage, feeks re~
drefs in the midft of blood and confufion.
The elegant and  ingenious Mr. Hume,
fpeaking of the Anglo-Norman government,
fays ‘¢ princes and minifters were too igno-
<< rant to be themfelves fenfible of the ad-
¢ vantages attending an equitable‘ admini-
¢« ftration; and there was no eftablithed coun-
¢ cil or affembly which could prote¢t the
‘¢ people, and, by withdrawing fupplies, re-
¢ gularly and peaceably admonifh the King
 of his duty, and enfure the execution of
¢ "the laws.”™
Thus this great man, whofe political re-
fleGtions are fo, much admired, makes this
power one of the foundations of liberty.
The Englith hiftory abounds with inftances,

proving that this is the proper and fuccef{_‘sﬂ
ul



$IETTE R L 85

Ful way to obtainredrefs of grievances. How
often have Kings and minifters endeavoured
to throw off this legal curb upon them, by
attempting to raife money by a variety of in-
ventions, under pretence of law, without’
having recourfe to parliament? ‘And how of-
ten 'have ‘they been brought to reafon, and
peaceably obliged to do juftice, by the exer-
tion of this conftitutional authority of 'the
people, wefted in their reprefentatives ?

The inhabitants of thefe colonies have on
numberlefs “occafions, reaped the benefits of
this authority lodged in their affemblies.

It has been for a long time, ‘and now is, ‘a
conftant inftruction toall governers, to ob-
tain a permanent fupport for ‘the offices of
government. Butas theauthor of the admi-
niftration of the colonies fays, ¢ this order
< of the crown is generally, if not univer-
¢ fally, rejected by the legiflatures of the co-
¢ lonies.” : -

They perfectly know how much their grie-
vances would be regarded, if ‘they had no
other method of engaging attention, than by
complaining. Thofe who rule, are extreme-
ly apt to think well of the confiructions made
by themfelves, in fupport of their own power.
Thefe are frequently erroneous and pernici-
ous to thofe they govern—Dry remonftrances
to thew that fuch conftruions are wrong
and oppreflive, carry very little weight with
them, in the opinion of perfons, who gra~
tify their own inclinations in making thefe
conftrutions. 'They cannot underftand’ the
reafoning that oppofes their power and

defire :
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defire: but let it be made their intereft o
underftand fuch reafoning—and a wonderful
light is inftantly thrown on the matter ; and
then rejected remonftrances become as clear
as *“ proof of holy writ.”*

The three moft important articles, that
our affemblies, or any legiflatures can pro=
vide for, are, firft the defence of the fociety :
fecondly—the adminiftration of juftice: and,
thirdly, the fupport of civil government.

Nothing can properly regulate the expence
of making provifion for thefe occafions, but
the neceflities of the fociety ; its abilities;
the conveniency of the modes of levying
money among them ; the manner in which

“the laws have been executed ; and the con~
du& of the officers of government ; all which
-are circumftances that cannot poflibly be pro~
perly known, but by the fociety itfelf ; or, if
they fhould be known, will not, probably,
be properly confidered, but by that fociety.
1f money may be raifed upon us, by others,
without our confent, for our ¢ defence,”
-thofe who are the judges in levying it, muft
alfo be the judges in applying it. Of confe-
quence, the money faid to be taken from us
for our defence, may be employed to our in-
jury. We may be chained in by a line of
fortifications : obliged to pay for building
and maintaining them ; and be told that they
are for our defence. With what face can we
difpute the fa&, after having granted, that
thofe who apply the money, had a right to
levy it; for, furely, it 1s much eafier hfqr
their

2 Shakefpeares
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their wifdom to underftand how to apply it in
the beft manner, than how to.levy it in the
beft-manner.  Befides, the right of levying
is of infinitely more confequence, than that
of applying.” The people of England, that
would burft out into fury, if the crown thould
attempt to levy money by its own authority,
have affigned to the crown the application of
money.

As to #¢ the adminiftration of juftice”—the
judges ought, in a well regulated ftate, to
be ‘equally independant of the legiflative
powers. - Thus, in England, judges hold
their commiffions from the crown “¢ durin
¢t good behaviour;” and have falaries, fuit-
able to their dignity, fettled on them by
parliament. The purity of the courts of
law, fince this eftablithment, is a proof of
the wifdom with which it was made.

But, in thefe colonies, how fruitlefs has
been -every attempt to have the judges ap-
pointed during good behaviour ; yet who-
ever confiders, the matter will foon perceive;,
that fuch commiffions are beyond all com-
parifon more neceflary in thefe colonies, than
they are in England,

The chief danger to the {ubjeét there, a-
rofe from the arbitrary defigns of the crown ;
but here, the time ‘may come, when we
may have to contend with the defigns of the
¢rown, and of a mighty kingdom. What
then will be our chance, when the laws of
life and death, are to be {poken by judges, to-
tally dependant on that crown and kingdom—
fent over, perhaps, from thence-~filled with

Britifh
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Britith prejudice—and backed by a ftanding
army, f{upported out of our own pockets, to
¢ aflert and: maintain our own dependance
and obedience " 0, 9 ,
- But {uppofing, that through the extreme
Ienity that wyill prevail in the government,
through all future ages, thefe colonies never
will behold any thing like the campaign of
chief juftice Jeffereys, yet what innumerable
- acts of injuftice may be committed, and how
fatally may the principles of liberty be fap-
ped by a fucceflion of judges utterly inde-
pendant of the people? Before fuch judges,
the fupple wretches, who chearfully join in
avowing fentiments inconfiltent with freedom,
will always meet with {miles: while the ho~
neft and brave men, who difdain to facrifice
their native land to their own advantage, but
on every occafion, boldly vindicate her caufe,
will conftantly be regarded with frowns.
. There are two other confiderations, re-
lating to this head, that deferve the moft
ferious attention. :

By the late a& the officers of the cuftoms
are impowered ‘¢ to enter into any houfe,
¢ warehoufe, thop, cellar, or other place
“ in the Britith colonies or plantations in
. America, to fearch for, or feize prohibited
¢ or unaccuftomed goods,” &c. on ¢ writs
f¢ granted by the inferior or fupreme gcourt
¢ of juftice, having jurifdiétion within fuch
¢ cclony or plantation refpectively.”

If 'we only reflect that the judges of thefe
courts are to be during pleafure — that they .
are to have ¢ gdequate provifion” made for

; 4 o them,



KIiE FER 1K 8g -
them, which is to continue during their com-
_plezg'/’iz}zi‘ behaviour—that they may be ftran-
gers to thefe colonies—what an engine
of oppreflion may this authority be in fuch
hands ? >3
- I am well aware that writs of this kind
may be granted at home, under the feal of
the court of exchequer': But I know alfo
that the greatelt afferters of the rights of En-
glithmen, have always {trenuouily contended,
that fuch a power was dangerous to freedom,
and exprefsly contrary to the common law,
which ever regarded a man’s houfe, as his
caftle, or a place of perfect fecurity,

If fuch a power is in the leaft degree dan-
gerous there, it muft be utterly deftrutive
to liberty here.—For the people there have
two fecurities againft the undue exercife of
this power by the crown, which are want-
ing with us, if the late a&t takes place.
In the firft place, if any injuftice is done
there, the perfon injured may bring his
2&ion again{t the offender, and have it tried
by independant judges, who are ®no parties in
committing the injury. Here he muft have
it tried before dependant judges, being the
men who granted the writ. :

. To fay that the caufe is to be tried by a
jury can never reconcile men, who have any
idea of freedom to fuch a power.—For we
know, that theriffs in almoft every Colony

M { on

 The writs for fearching houfes in England are to be
granted under the feal of the court of exchequer, according
to the ftatute—and that feal is kept by the chancellor of the
¢xchequer. 4 Inft.
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on this continent, are totally dependant on
the crown ; and packing of juries has been
frequently practifed even in the capital of
the Brm(%; empire. Even if juries are well
1n'“11;‘md we have too many inftances of the
influence of overbearing unjuft judges upon
them. The brave and wife men who ac-
complithed the revolution, thought the in-
-ncy of judges effential to frcedom

['he other fecurity which the people have
home, but which we fhall want here; is
this.—If this power is abufed there, the par-
liament, the grand refource of the oppreft

people, is ready to afford relief. Redrefs of
grievances muit precede grants of money.

But what regard can we expect to have paid
to our af'fembhes, when they will not hold
even the puny privilege of French pqrha~
ments—-—that of regiftering the edicts, that
take away our money, before they are put
in execution,

The fecond confideration above hinted at,
is this—There is a confufion in our laws that
1s quite unknown in Great Bntam As this
cannot be defcribed in a more clear or ex-
act manner, than has been done by the i inge-
nious author of the hlﬁory of New York, I
beg leave to ufe his words. ¢ The flate of
our laws opens a door to much controverfy.
The uncertainty which refpect them, ren-
ders property precarious, and greatly expofes
us to the arbitrary decifion of unjuft judges.
The common law of England 1s generally
received, together with fuch ftatutes, as were,
enacted before we }‘ad a legiflature -of our

own ;
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own; but our courts exercife a fovereign
authority, in determining what parts of the
common and ftatute law ought to-be ex~
tended : For it muft be admitted, that the
difference of circumftances neceffarily requires
us, in fome cafes, to reje& the determination
of both. In many inftances they have
alfo extended even acls of parliament, paffed
fince we had a diftin¢t legiflature, which is
greatly adding to our confufion. - The prac-
tice of our courts is no lefs uncertain than
the law. Some of the Englith rules are
adopted, others rejected. Two things there=
fore feem to be abfolutely neceflary for the
public fecurity. Firft the paffing an ack for
fettling the extent of the Englith laws. Se-
condly, that the courts ordain-a general fet
of rules for the regulation of the praQice.”

How eafy will it be under this ¢ ftate of
¢ our laws” for an artful judge to a& in
the moft arbitrary manner, and yet cover his
conduc under {pecious pretences, and how
difficult will it be for the injured people to
obtain redrefs, may be readily perceived. We
may take a voyage of three thoufand miles
to complain: and after the trouble and ha-
zard we have undergone, we may be told,
that the colle&tion of the revenue and main-
tenance of the prerogative, muft not be dif-
couraged. And if the mifbehaviour is fo
grofs as to admit of no juftification, it may
be faid that it was an error in judgment
only, arifing from the confufion of our laws,
and the zeal of the King’s fecrvants to do

their duty.

M2 If



92 EIET TR R IIX.

 If the commiffions ‘of judges aré during
the pleafure of the crown, 'yet if their fala-
ries are during the pleafure of the people,
there will be fome check upon their condué.
Few' men will confent to draw on them-
felves ‘the ‘hatred and contempt of thofe
among whom' they live; for the empty ho-
nour of ‘being judges. It is the fordid love
of gain that tempts men to turn their backs
on virtue, and pay their homage where they
ought not. &

As to the third particular, the “ fupport
<< of civil government,” few words will be
fufficient. Every man of the leaft under-
ftanding muft know, that the executive power
may be exercifed in a manner fo difagreeable
and harafling to the people, that it 1s abfo-
lutely requifite, they fhould be enabled by
the gentleft' method which human policy has
yet been ingenious enough to invent, thatis
by the fhutting their hands, to < admonith” -
(as° Mr. Hume fays) certain perfons  of
¢¢ their duty.”

What fhall we now think, when, upon
looking into the late act, we find the aflem~
blies of thefe provinces thereby fiript of their
authority on thefe feveral heads? The de-
clared intention of that a¢t is, ¢ that a reve-
nue fhould be raifed in his Majefty’s domi-
nions in America, for making a more certain
and adequate provifion for defraying the
charge of the adminiftration of juftice, and
the fupport of civil government, in fuch pro-
vinces where it thall be found neceffary ; and

towards
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towards further defraying the expences: of
defending, prote&mg, and fecuring the faxd

dommlons, &Gy
Let the reader pdufe here one moment,
and reflet—whether the colony in which he
lives, has not made fuch ¢ certain and ade~
¢ quate provifions ” for thefe, purpofes, as
is by the colony judged fuitable to its jabili-
ties, and all other circumftances. ‘Then let
him refleG—whether, if this act takes place,
money is not to be raifed on that colony
without its confent to make provifion for
thefe pu1pofes, which it does not judge to
be fuitable to its abilities, and all Othﬁi Clr=
cumftances. = Laftly, let him refleG—whe-
ther the people of that country are not in
a ftate of the moft abje@ flavery, ~whofe
property may be taken from them under the
notion of right, when they have refufed to
give it. For my part, I think I have good
reafon for vindicating the honour of th af=
femblies on this continent, by publicly affert-
ing, that they have made as ¢ certain and
< adequate provifion” for the purpofes a-
bove-mentioned, as they ought to have
made; and that it thould not be pxbfumpd
that they will not do it hereafter. Why then
thould = thefe. moft important  truths bc
wrefted out of their hands 2 'Why thould
‘they not now be permitted to: enjoy that
authouty, which they have exercifed from
the firft fettlement of thefe colonies? Why
thould they be fcandalized by this innovati=
on, when their refpective provinces are noyw,
and
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and will be for feveral years, labouring un-
der loads of debts impofed on them for the
very purpofes now {poken of ? Why fhould
the inhabitants of all thefe colonies be with
the utmoft indignity treated, as a herd of
defpicable wretches, fo utterly void of com-
mon fenfe, that they will not even make
¢ adequate provifion” for the * admini-
¢ {tration of juftice” and ¢ the fupport of
“ civil government ” among them, for their
““ own defence” — though without fuch
¢ provifion” every people muft inevitably
be overwhelmed with anarchy and deftru&i-
on; is it poflible to form an idea of flave
more complete, more miferable, more dif~
graceful, than that of a people, where juf~
tice is adminiftred, government exercifed,
and a ftanding army maintained, at the ex-
ence of ' the people, and yet without the
leaft dependance upon them; If we can find
no relief from this infamous fituation, let
Mr. Grenville fet his fertile fancy again to
work, and as by one exertion of it, he has
ftripped us of our property and liberty, let
him by another deprive us of our underftand-
ing too, that unconfcious of what we have
been or are, andungoaded by tormenting re~
flections, we may tamely bow down our necks
‘with all the ftupid ferenity of fervitude, to any
drudgery, which our lords and mafters may
pleafe to command.—

When the ¢ charges of the adminiftration
of  juftice,”—< the fupport of civil govern-
ment:”—and < the expences of defending

protecting,
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proteting and fecuring” us, are provided:
for, Ifhould be glad to know upon what oc-
cafion the crown will ever call our affemblies
together. = Some few of them may meet of
their own accord, by virtue of their charters z,
But what will they have to do when theyare,
met ? To what thadows will they be reduced !
'The men, whofe deliberations heretofore had
an influence on every matter relating to the
liberty and happinefs of themfelves and their
conflituents, and whofe authority in domeftic
affairs, at leaft, might well be compared to
that of Roman fenators, will now find their
deliberations of no more confequence than
thofe of conftables.—They may perhaps be
allowed to make Jaws for yoking of hogs, or
pounding of ftray cattle. Their influence
will hardly be permitted to extend fo high as
the keeping roads in repair, as that bufinefs
may more properly be executed by thofe who
receive the public cath. '

One moft memorable example in hiftory
is fo applicable to the point now infifted on,
that it will form a juft conclufion of the ob-
fervations that have been made,

Spain was once free. Their Cortes refem-
bled our parliament. No money could be
raifed on the fubje&, without their confent,
One of their Kings having received a grant

from them to maintain a war againft the
~ Moors, defired, that if the fum which they
had given, fhould not be {ufficient, he might
be allowed for that emergency only, to have
more money, without aflembling the Corzes.

The

£8
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The requeft was violently oppofed by the beft
and wifeft men in the aflembly. It was how-
ever, complied with by the votes of a majo-
rity ; and this fingle conceflion was a prece-
dent for other conceffions of the like kinds,
until, at laft, the crown obtained a general
power for raifing money in cafes of neceflity,
From that period the Corfes eeafed to be ufe-
ful, and the people ceafed to be free.

Venienti occurrite morbo,
OPpofe a difeafe at its beginning.—

A FTARMER,
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Beloved Countrymen, _

"’I‘H E confequences, mentioned in thelaft

letter, will not be the utmoft limits of
our mifery and infamy. We feel too fenfibly
that any * minifterial meafures, relating to
thefe colonies, are foon carried fucce(sfully
through the parliament.  Certain prejudices
operate there fo ftrongly againft us, that it
might juftly be queftioned, whether all the
provinces united, will ever be able effectually
to call to an account, before the parliament,
any minifter who fhall abufe the power by
the late act given to the crowa in America.
He may divide the fpoils torn. from us; in
what manner he pleafes ; and we fhall have
no way of making him refponfible, = If he
thould order; that every Governor, fhould
have a yearly falary of 5000 L. fterling, eve-
ry. chief juftice of 3000 1. every inferior offi=
cer in proportion; and (hould then reward
the moft profiigate, ignorant, or needy de~
pendantson himfelf, or his friends with places
of the greateft truft, becaule they were of
the greateft profit; this would be called an
arrangement in confequence of the ¢ ade-
s¢ quate provifion for defraying the eharge

* The gentléman muft not wonder he was niot contradicted,
when, as the minifler, he afferted theright of parliameft to
tix Ameérica. I know not how it is, but there is a modefty
“4n this houfe, which does not chufe to contradict a minifter. I
with gentlemen would get the better of ‘that modelty."If they
do not, perhaps the colleftive body may begin to abate of its
relpet for the reprefentative. Mr. Pitt's fpeech.

N N o
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¢« of the adminiftration of juftice, and the
¢ fupport of the civil government.” And if
the taxes thould prove at any time infufficiert
to anfwer all the expences of the numberlefs
offices, which minifters may pleafe to creite,
furely the houfe of Commons would be too
« modefl” tocontradi&t aminifter who (hould
tell them, it was become néceflary to laya
new tax upon the colonies, for the laudable
?purpofe of ¢ defraying the charges of the
‘““‘adminiftration of jultice, and the fupport
¢ of ‘civil government’ among them. Thus
‘in fa&t we fhall be taxed by minifters®, '
*“We may perceive, from the example of
‘Treland, how eager minifters are to feize up=-
“on‘any fettled revenue, and apply it in fup-
‘porting their own power.—Happy are the
men, and happy are the people,” who grow
wife by the misfortune of others. Earneft-
‘ty,” my dear countrymen, do I befeech- the
author of all good gifts, that you'may grow
wife in this manner: And, if I may be al-
Towed to take the liberty, I begleave to re-
commend to you in general, as the beft me-
thod ‘of obtaining wifdom, diligently to ftu-
dy the hiftories of other countrics. You will
there find all the arts, that can poffibly be
practifed by cunning rulers, or falfe patriots
among yourfelves, fo fully delineated, that
*.¢¢ Within this a&, (fatute de tallagio non concedendo) are
all new offices erected with new fees, or old offices with new
fees, for that is a tallage put upon the fubje&, which cannot

be done without common affent by a& of parliaments”
. 2 dntt, 22l

changing

¥
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changing names, the account would ferve
for your own times. &

It is pretty well known on this continent;
that Ireland has, with a regular confiftence
of injuftice, been cruelly treated by minifters,
in the article of penfions *; but there are
fome alarming circumftances relating to'that
fubje&, which I wifh to have better known
among us. ‘

The revenue of the crown there, arifes
principally from the excife granted ¢ for
 pay of the army, and defraying other
“ public charges in defence and prefervation

¢ of the kingdom”—from the"tonnage and
additional poundage granted ¢¢ for prote@-
 ing the trade of the kingdom at fea, and
¢ augmenting the public revenue” from the
hearth-money granted, as a public re-
¢ venue for public charges and expences.”
There are fome other branches of the reve
nue, concerning which there is not any ex-
prefs appropriation of them for public fer-
vice, but which were plainly {o intended,

Of thefe branches of the revenue, the
crown is only a truftee for the public. They
are unalienable ; they are inapplicable to
any other purpofes, but thofe for which
they were eftablithed ; and therefore are not
legally chargeable with penfions.

There is another kind of revenue, - which

* ¢ An enquiry into the legality of the penfions on the
Irith eftablithment, by Alexander Mc<Auley, Efq; one of the
King’s Council, &c.

N 2 . is



100 K BPMYTTEIRA X.

is a private revenue. ‘This is notlimited tq
any public ufes; but the crown has the fame
property in it, that any perfon hasin his
eftate.” This does not amount at the moft -
to fifteen thoufand pounds a year, probably
not to feven; and it is the only revenue that
can legally be charged with penfions. If mi=
nifters were accuﬁomed to regard the rights
or happinefs of the people, the penfions in
Ireland woulld not exceed the fum juft menti-
oned: but long fince have they exceeded
that limit, and in December, 1765, a mo=
tion was made in the Houfe of Commons in
that kingdomy; to addrefs his Majelty, on
the great increafe of penfions on the Irifh
eftablithment, amounting to the fum of
£.158,68¢ in the laft two years.-

Attemnpts have been made to glofs over
thefe grofs incroachments, by this {pecious
argument,—¢* That expending a competent
<« part of the public revenue in penfions,
¢« from a principle of charity or generofity,
¢ adds to the dignity of the crown, and i 1s,
¢ therefore, ufeful to the public.” To give
this argument any weight, it muft appear
that' the penﬁonQ proceed from ¢ charity
¢¢ or generofity” only—And that it ¢ adds
¢ to the dignity of the crown” to at di-
rectly contrary to law.

From this condut towards Ireland, in
open violation of law, we may eafily fore-
fee what we may expet, when a minifter
will Bave the whole revenue of America,

in



IL-E T EER 42X, 101

in his own hands, to be difpofed of at his
own pleafure. For all the monies raifed by
the late a& are to be ¢ applied, by virtue
¢¢ of warrants under the fign manual, coun-
s¢ terfigned by the high treafurer, or any
" £4 thrpe of the commifiioners of the trea-
¢ fury.” The ¢ refidue” indeed, is to be
paid ¢ into the reccipt of the exchequer,
¢ and to be difpofed of by puhament.
So that a minifter will have not hxng to do
but to take care that there fhall be no ¢ re-
¢¢ fidue,” and he is fuperior to all controul.
Belides the burden of penfions in Ireland,
which have enormoufly encreafed within
thele few years, almoft all the offices, in
that poor kingdom, have, fince the com-
mencement of the prefent century, and now
are beftowed upon ftrangers. For though
the merit of thofe born there juftly raifes
them to places of high truft, when they go
abroad, as all Europe can witnefs, yet he is
an uncommonly lucky Irithman, who can
get a good poft in his native country.
~ When [ confider the ¥ manner in which
that
* In Charles Il’s time, the Houfe of Commons, influ-
enced by {fome fa&ious demagogueﬂ, were refolved to pro-
hibit the i lmportatlon of Irifh cattle into Eagland. Among
other argaments in favour of Ireland, ‘it was infifted,
¢ That by catting off almoft entirely the trade between

the kingdoms, all the natural bands of union were difioived,
and notbmg remained to keep the Irifh in their duty, but
force and violence.

““ The King (fays Mr. Hume in his Hiftory of England)
¢ was fo convinced of the juftice of thele reafons, that he
¢ ufed all his intereft to oppofe the bill, and he openly

¢¢ declared,
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that ifland has been uniformly deprefled for fo

many years paft, with this pernicious parti-
ticularity

a
PN

declared, that he could not give his aflent to it with a
fafe confcience. But the Commons were refolute in their
¢ purpofe. - And the fpirit of tyranny, of which nations
are as fufeeptible as individuals, had animated the Englifh
extremely to exert their fuperiority over their dependant
*¢ ftate. No affair could be condu@ed with greater violence
¢ than this, by the Commons. They even went fo far in
¢ the preamble of the bill, as to declare the importation of

Irith cattle to be a nufance. By this expreflion they
gave {cope to their paflion, and, at the fame time, barred
the King’s prerogative, by which he might think himfelf
*¢ intitled to difpenfe with a’ law fo full of injuftice and bad
“ policy. The lords expunged the word, but as the King
¢ was. {enfible that no fupply would be given by the Com-

mons, unlefs they were gratified in all their prejudices, he
was obliged both to employ his intereft with the Peers ta
¢ make the bill pafs, and to give the Royal affent to it. He
¢ could not however forbear exprefling his difpleafure, at

the jealoufy entertained againft him, and at the intention
‘¢ which the Commons difcovered. of retrenching his pre-
rogative.”
This law brought great diftrefs for fome time upon Ire-
land, but it ogccafioned their applying with great induftty ta
manufatures, and has proved, in the iffue, beneficial to that
kingdom,

Perhaps the fame reafon occafioned che ‘¢ barring the
¢ King’s prerogative” in the late at fufpending the legifla-
tion of New-York.

This we may be affured of, that we are as dear to his
Majefty, as the people of Great Britain are. We are his
fubje@s as well as they, and as faithful fubjefts ; and his
Majelty has given too many, too conftant proofs of his piety
and vistue, for any man, to think it pofiible, that fuch a
Prince can make any unjuft diftin@ion between fuch fubjeéts.
It makes no difference to his Majety, whether fupplies are
raifed in Great Britain or America ; but it makes {fome dif-
ference to the Commons of that kingdom.

"To fpeak plainly, as becomes an honeft man on fuch im-
portant occafions, all our misfortunes are owing to a luft of
power in men of.abilitics and influence. 'This prompts
them to feek popularity, by expedients profitable to them-
felves, theagh ever fo deftrodive to their country,

; * Such
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cularity of their parliament continuing * as
long as the crown pleafes, I am aftonithed
to obferve fuch a love of liberty flill animat-
ing that loyal -and generous nation ; and
nothing can - raife higher my idea of the
integrity and public {pirit of the people 4
who have preferved the facred fire of free-
dom from being extinguithed, though the

altar,

Such is the accurfed natore of lawlefs ambition, and yet
~—what heart but melts at the thought?—Such falfe -defeit-
able patriots in every nation have led their blind confiding
country, fhouting their applaufes, into the jaws of fhame
and ruin. May the wifdom and goodnefs of the people ‘of
Great Britain, {ave them from the ufual fate of nations.

*The laft Irifh parliament continued thirty-three years,
‘that is during all the late reign. T'he prefent parliament
there‘has continued from the beginning of this!reigh, anid
probably will continue to the end. 7+ "~ 1 -

-+ I am informed, that within thefe few years, a petition
was prefented to the Houfe of Commons in Great Britain,
{etting forth, <¢ that herrings were imported into Ireland,
¢ from fome foreign parts of the north fo cheap, as to
“¢ difcourage the Britifh herring fithery, and therefore pray-
¢ ing, that fome remedy might be applied in that behalf by
parliament”—<¢ That, 'upon this petition, the Houfe re-
{olved to impofe-a duty of two {hillings fterling on every
barrel ‘of foreign-hetrings imported into Ireland, but af-
terwards dropt the affair, for fear of engaging in a difpute
*¢_with Ireland about the right of taxing her.” :

5o much higher was the opinion which the Houfe enter.
tained of the fpirit of Ireland, than of that of thefe colonies.

I find in the laft Englith papers, that the refolution and
firmnefs with which the people of that kingdom have lately
aflerted their freedom, have been fo alarming in Great Bri-
tain, that the Lord Lieatenant, in his {peech ;on. the zoth
of Jaft O&ober, ¢ recom_lmendcd” to the parltament, ¢“that
*¢ fuch provifion may be made for fecuring the judges in the
‘¢ enjoyment of their offices and appointmerits during their
¢ good behavioar, as thall be thought moft expedient.”

What an important conceflion 1s thus obtalned by making
demands becoming freemen, with a courage and perfeserance
becoming freemen,

a
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altar, on which it burned, has been thrown
down. '

In the fame manner thall we unqueftion-
ably be treated, as foon ‘as the late taxes,
laid upon as, thall make pofts in the “ go-
¢ yernment,” and the ¢ adminiftration of
« juftice, here, worth the attention of per-
fons of influence in Great-Britain.. We know
enough already to fatisfy us of this truth.
But this will not be the worft part of our
cafe.

The principals in all great offices will-re-
fide in England, make fome paltry allowance
to deputics for doing the  bufinefs here,
Let any man confider what an exhaufling
drain this muft be upon us, when minifters
are poflefled of the power of affixing what
falaries they pleafe to pofts, and he muit be
convinced how deftruive the late act muft
be. The injured kingdom, lately mention-
ed, can tell us the mifchiefs of abfenters;
and we may perceive already the fame dif-
pofition taking place with us.. The govern~
ment of New-York has been exercifed by
a deputy, That of Virginia is now held
fo; and we know of a number of fecretary=
thips, colle@orfhips, and other offieers held
in the fame manner.

True it is, that if the people of Great-
Britain were not too much blinded by the
paflions, that have been artfully excited in
their breafts, againft their dutiful children,
the colonifts, thefe confiderations would be

nearly



L ETSTER" N, 1G3
ficatly as alarming €0 them as to us. The
influence of the crown was thought, by wife
men many years ago, too great, by reafon
of the multitude of penfions and places be-
ftowed by it; thefe have valtly increafed
fince *, and perhaps it would be no difficult
matter to prove that the people have de~
creafed. v ' !

Surely, therefore, thofe who wifh the wel=
fare of their country, ought ferioufly to re=
flet what may be the confequence of fuch a
new creation of offices, in the difpofal of the

* One of the reafons . urged by that great and horeft
ftatefman, Sir William Temple, to Charles IL. in his famous
remonfirance to difftade him from aiming at arbitrary power;
was, the  King had few offices to beftow.” “

: Hume’s Hift. of England.

¢ Though the wings of prerogative have been clipr, the
¢¢ influence of the crown is greater than ever it was in any
¢ period of our hiftory. For when we confider in how many
¢ boroughs the government has the voters ‘at commandy
¢¢ when we confider the vaft body of perfons employed in the
¢¢ colletion of the revenue in every part of the kingdom,
“¢ the inconceivable number of placemen, and candidates for
¢ places in the cuftonss, in the excife, in the poft office, in
¢¢ the dock-yards, in the ordnance, in the falt-office, in the
¢ ftamps, in the navy and vi@ualling offices, and in 2 variety
“¢ of other departments ; when we confider again the exten-
¢ five influence of the money corporations, {ubfcription job-
“¢ bers and contradtors ; the endlefs dependance created by
“¢ the obligations conferred on the bulk of the gentlemen’s
“¢ families throughout the kingdom, who have relations pre-
¢¢ ferred in our navy and numerous ftanding army; when, I
¢ fay, we confider how wide, how binding, a dependance on
¢¢ the crown is created by the above enumerated particulars ;
¢¢ and the great, the enormous weight and influence which
¢ the crown derives from this extenfive dependance upon its
favour and power; any lord in waiting, any lord of the
#¢ bedchamber, any man may be appointed minifter.”

“ A doftrine to this effeét is faid 10 have been the advice

£ Of Limmims H moeeni?” ; Late news papers,
: O Crown,

«
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crown. The army, the adminiftzation of
juftice, and the civil government here, with
fuch falaries as the crown fhall pleafe to an-
nex, will extend minifterial influence, as
much beyond its former bounds, as the late
war did the Britith dominions.

But whatever the people of Great-Britain
may think on this occafion, I hope the peo-
ple of ‘thefe colonies will unanimouily join in
this fentiment, that the late a& of parlia-
ment is injurious to their liberty ; and that
this fentiment will unite them in a firm op-
pofition to it, in the fame manner as the
dread of the Stamp-act did.

Some perfons may imagine the fums to be
raifed by it, are but fmall, and therefore
may be inclined to acquiefce underit. A
eondu& more dangerous to freedom, as be-
“fore has been obferved, can never be adopt-
ed. Nothing is wanted at home but a pre-
-cedent, the force of which fhall be eftablifh~
‘ed, by the tacit fubmiffion of the colonies.
With what zeal was the ftatute erecting the
‘poft-office, and another relating to the reco-
very of debts in America, urged and tortur-
‘ed, as precedents in the fupport of the Stamp=
aét, though wholly inapplicable. If the par-
liament {ucceeds in this attempt, other f{ta-
tutes will impofe other duties. Inftead of
taxing ourfelves as we have been accuftomed
to do from the firft fettlement of thefe pro=
vinces; all our ufeful taxes will be convert-
‘ed’into parliamentary taxes on our importa-

‘ tions 3
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tions ; and thus the parliament will levy up-
on us fuch fums of money as they chufe to
take, without any other limitation than their
pleafure.

We know how much labour and care
have been beftowed by thefe colonies, in lay-
ing taxes in fuch a manner, that they thould
be moft eafy to the people, by being laid on
the proper articles; moft equal, by being
proportioned to every man’s circumitances ;
and cheapeft by the method dire@ed for
collecting them.

But parliamentary taxes will be laid on us
without any confideration, whether there is
any eafier mode. The only point regarded
will be, the certainty of levying the taxes,
and not the convenience of the people, on
whom they are to be levied, and therefore
all ftatutes on this head will be fuch as will
be moft likely, according to the favourite
phrafe, ‘¢ to execute themfelves.” '

Taxes in every free fate have been, and
ought to be as exa@ly proportioned, as is
poffible, to the abilities of thofe who are to
pay them. They cannot otherwife be juft.
Even a Hottentot could comprehend the un-
realonablenefs, of making a poor man pay as
much for defending the property of a rich
man, as the rich man pays himfelf,

Let any perfon look into the late a& of
parliament, and he will immediately perceive,
that the immenfe eftates of Lord Fairfax,
Lord Baltimore, and our proprietors, which

2 are
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are amongft ¢ his Majefty’s other domini-
s ons” to be ¢¢defended, protefted and fe-
¢¢ cured” by that act*, will not pay a fingle
farthing of the duties thereby impofed, ex-
cept Lord Fairfax wants {fome of his win-
dows glazed. Lord Baltimore and our pro=
prietors are quite fecure, as they live in
England. :

I menticn thefe particular cafes as ftriking
inftances, how fer the late aét is a deviation
from that principle of juftice, which has fa
conftantly diftinguifhed cur own laws on
this continent.’

The third confideration with our conti=
nental affemblies’ in laying taxes has been
the method of colle@ing them. This has
been done by afew officers under the infpec=
tion of the refpective aflembli¢s, with mo-
derate allowances. INo more was raifed
from the fubjec, than was ufed for the in=
tended purpofes. But by the late act, ami-
pifter may appoint as many officers as he
pleafes for colle@ing the taxes; may affign
them what falaries he thinks ¢ adequate,™
and they are to be {ubje@ to no infpection
but his own. _

In fhort, if the late a& of parliament
takes effe@, thefe colonies muft dwindle
down into ¢ common corporations,”.as their

enemies

* The people of Maryland and Pennfylvania have been en~
gaged in the warmeft difputes, in order to obtain an equal
and juft taxation of their proprietors eftates ; but the late a&
does more for thefe proprietors than they themfelves would
venture to demand. It totally exempts them from taxation,
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enemies in the debates concerning the repeal
of the ftamp-a&, ftrenuoufly infifted they
were : and it is not improbable, that fome
future hiftorians will thus record our fall.

<« The eighth year of this reign was dif
tinguithed by a very memorable event, the
American colonies then fubmitting for the
firft time, to be taxed by the Britifh parlia-
ment. An attempt of this kind had been
made two years before, but was defeated by
the vigorous exertions of the feveral pro-
vinces in defence of their liberties. Their
behaviour on that occafion rendered their
name very celebrated for a thort time all over
Europe; all ftates being extremely attentive
to a difpute between Great Britain and fo
confiderable a part of her dominions. For
as fthe was thought to be grown too power=
ful by the fuccefsful conclufion of the late
war fhe had been engaged in, it was hoped
by many, that as it had happened before to
other kingdoms, civil difcords would afford
opportunities of revenging all the injuries
fuppofed to be received from her. However
the caufe of diffention was removed by a
repeal of the ftatute, that had given offence.
This affair rendered the fubmiffive conduct
of the colonies fo foon after, the more ex-
traordinary ; there being no difference be-
tween the modes of taxation which they
oppofed, and that to which they fubmitted,
but this, that by the firft, they were to be
continually reminded that ;hcy were taxed,

ey



110 LETTERX S0

by certain marks ftampt on every piece of
paper or parchment they ufed. The authors
of that ftatute triumphed greatly on this
conduct of the colonies, and infifted, that if
the people of Great Britain had perfifted in
eaforcing it, the Americans would have
been in a few months fo fatigued with. the
efforts of patriotifm, that they would quick-
ly have yielded obedience.

¢ Certain it is, that though they had
before their eyes fo many illuftrious exam-
ples in their mother country, of the con-
ftant fuccefs attending firmnefs and perfeve-
rance in oppofition to dangerous encroach-
ments on liberty, yet they quietly gave up a
point of the laft importance.  From hence
the decline of their freedom began, and its
decay was extremely rapid; for as money
was always raifed upon them by the parlia-
ment, their aflemblies grew immediately
ufelels and in a fhort time contemptible;
and inlefs than one hundred years, the peo-
ple funk down into that tamenefs and fu-
pinenefs of fpirit by which they fill conti=
nue to be diftinguithed.”

Et majores veftros et pofleros cogitate.
Remember your anceftors and your poferity.

A'FARMER,

ST B R
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Beloved Countrymen,

HAVE feveral times, in the courfe of

thefe letters, mentioned the late a& of
parliament, as being the foundation of fu-
ture meafures  injurious to thefe colonies ;
and the belief of this truth I with to pre-
vail, becaufe I think it neceffary to our
fafety.

A perpetual jealoufy refpeing liberty, is
abfolutely requifite in all free ftates. The
very texture of their conftitution, in mixt
governments, demands it. For the cautions
with which power is diftributed among the
feveral orders, imply, that each has that
fhare which is proper for the general wel=
fare, and therefore, that any further impo-
fition muft be pernicious. * Machiavel em-
ploys a whole chapter in his difcourfes, to
prove that a ftate, to be long lived, muft be
frequently correted, and reduced to its firtk
principles, Bat of all ftates that have ex-
1ted, there never was any, in which this
jealoufy could be more proper than in thele
colonies. For the government here is not
‘only mixt, but dependant, which circum-
ftance occafions a peculiarity in its form, of
a very delicate nature,

Two reafons induce me to delire, that
this fpirit of apprehenfion may be always
kept up among us, in its utmoft vigilance,
The firft is this, that as the happinefs of

thele

¥ Machiavel’s difcourfes. Book 3, chap. 1.
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thefe provinces indubitably confifts in theif
connection with Great Britain, any fepara-
_tion between them is lefs likely to be occa-
fioned by civil difcords, if every difgufting
meafure is oppofed fingly, and while it is
new ; for in this manner of proceeding,
every fuch meafure is moft likely to be reéti-
fied.  On the other hand, oppreffions and
diffatisfactions being permitted to accumu-
late—if ever the governed throw off the
load, they will do more. A people does
not referm with moderation. The rights of
the {ubjelt therefore cannot be too often con-
fidered, explained, or afferted; and who=
ever attempts to do this, thews himfelf,
whatever may be the rath and peevith reflec-
tions of pretended wifdom, and pretended
duty, a friend to thofe who injudicioufly
exercife their power, as well as to them
over whom it is {o exercifed. '
Had all the points of prerogative claimed
~ by Charles 1. been feparately contefted and
fettled in preceding reigns, his fate would
in all probability have been very different,
and the people would have been content.
with that liberty which is compatible with
regal authority. But * he thought, it would
be as dangerous for him to give up the
powers
. * 'The author is fenfible that this is putting the gentlef
conftrution on Charles’s conduc ; and that is one reafon
why he chafes it,  Allowance ought to be made for the er-
rors of thofe men, who are acknowledged to have been pof-

fefled of mamy virtues. The education of that unhappy
prince,
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powers which at ‘any time had been by
ufurpation exercifed by the crown, as thofe
that were legally vefted in.it. . Thisprodu-
ced an equal excefs on the part of the peo~
ple. - For when their paflions were excited
by multiplied  grievances, they thought it
would be as dangerous for them, to allow
the powers that were legally vefted in the
crown, as thofe which at any time had been
by ufurpation exercifed by it. A&s, that
might by themfelves have been upon many
confiderations excufed or extenuated, derived
a contagious malignancy and odium frem
other acts, with which they were conneced.
"They were not regarded according to the
fimple force of each, but as parts of a
fyftem of oppreflion. * Every one therefore,
however fmall in itfelf, being alarming, as
an additional evidence of tyrannical defigns.
It was in vain for prudent and moderate
men to infift, that there was no neceflity to
abolith royalty. Nothing lefs than the utter
deftruction of monarchy, could fatisfy thofe
who had - fuffered, and thought théy had
reafon to believe, they always fhould fuffer
under it. ‘

The confequences of thefe mutaal dif-
trufts are well known : but there is no other
people mentioned in hiftory, that I recolle&,

prince, and his confidence in men not fo good and wife as
himfelf, had probably filled him with miftaken notions of his
own authority, and of the confequences that would attend

conceflions of any kind to a people, who were reprefented to
kim as aiming at teo much power. '

P who
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who have been fo conftantly watchful of
their liberty, and{o fuccefsful in their ftrug-
gles for it, as the Englith! ' This confidera-
tion leads me to the fecond reafon, why I
¢« ‘defire that the {pirit of apprehenﬁon may
be always kept upamong us ‘in its utmofk
vigilance.”

The firft principles of government are to
be looked for 'in human nature. Some of
the beft writers have aflerted, ‘and it feems
with good 'reafon, ~that * gOVernment is
founded on *opinion.

‘Cuftom 'undoubtedly has a mighty force
in producing opinion, and reigns in nothing
more arbitrarily than 'in public affairs, I
gradually ‘recenciles ‘us ‘to ‘objects even’ of
dread and @éteftation 3 and I ¢annot but
think thefe lines of Mr. Pope, as applicable
to vice in politics, as to vice in ethics.
«Vice is a monfter of fo horrid mien,
¢ As tobe hated needs but to be'feen';

: b g1

* ¢ Opinion is of two kinds, viz. opinion of interefl, and
opmxon of right. By opinion of intereft, I chiefly underﬂand_,
the fenfe of puLllc advantage which s raaped from govern-
ment; together with the pelfuaﬁon, that the particular ‘go-
vernment which is eftablithed, is equally advantageous with
any other that could be eafily fettled.”
¢ Right is of two kinds, right'to power, and right to pro-
perty. What prevalence opinion of the firft kind has over
mankind may eafily be underftood, by obferving the attach-
ment which all nations have to their ancient government,
and even -to thofe names which have had the fan&ion of anti-
quxty Antiquity always begets the oPhnon of right.”” ¢ It
is {ufficiently underftood, that the opinion of right to property
1s of the greateft moment in all matters of gevernment. P
: Hume’s Effays.
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¢ Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face,
< We firft endure, then pity, then embrace.’

When an a& injurious to freedom has
been once done, and the people bear it, the
repetition of it is moft likely to meet with
fubmiffion. For as the mifchief of the one
was found to be tolerable, they will hope
that of the fecond will prove fo too; and
they will not regard the infamy of the laft,
becaufe they are ftained with that of the
firlt,

Indeed, nations in general, are not apt to
think until they feel ; and therefore nations
in general have loft their liberty : for as vio-
lations of the rights of the governed, are
commonly not only {pecious, * but {fmall at
the beginning, they fpread over the mul-
titude in {fuch a manner, as to touch indivi-
duals but flightly. Thus they are difre-
garded .  The power or profit that arifes
: e : from

* Omnia mala exempla ex bonis initiis orta funt.
Salluft. Bell. Cat, S. 50.

4 The Republic is always attacked with greater vigour
than it is defended ; for the audacious and profligate,
prompted by their natural enmity to it, are eafily impelled
to a& upon the leaft nod of their feaders; whereas the honeft,
I know not why, are generally flow and unwilling to fir;
and negle®ing always the beginnings of things, are never
roufed to exert themfelves, but by the laft neceffity ; fo that
through irrefolution and delay, when they would be glad to
compound at laft for their quiet, at the expence even of their
honour, they commonly lofe them both.”

- Cicero’s Orat. for Sextius.

Such were the fentiments of this great and exce'lent man,
whofe vaft abilities, and the calamities of the tine in which
he lived, enabled him, by mournful experience, to form a juit
judgment on the condaé of the friends and enemies of liberty.
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from thefe violations, centering in few pera
fons, is to them confiderable. For this rea
fon the governors baving in view their par-
ticular purpofes, fucceflively preferve an
uniformity of condu@ for attaining them.
They regularly increafe and multiply the
firft injuries, till at length the inattentive
people are compelled to perceive the heavie
nefs of their burdens.—They begin to com-
plain and enquire—but too late.—They find
their oppreflors fo firengthened by fuccefs,
and themfelves fo entangled in examples of
exprefs authority on the part of their rulers,
and of tacit recognition on their own part,
that they are quite confounded : for millions
entertain no other idea of the legality of
power, than that it is founded on the exer-
cife of power. They voluntarily faften
their chains, by adopting a pufillanimous
opinion, ¢ thatthere will be too much dan-
ger in attempting a remedy,” or another
opinion no lefs fatal, < that the govern=
ment has a right to treat them as it does.”
- They then feek a wretched relief for their
minds, by perfuading themfelves, that to
yield their .obedience is to difcharge their
duty. The deplorable poverty of fpirit,
that proftrates all the dignity beftowed by
divine providence on our nature—of courfe
fucceeds.

From thefe refle&tions I conclude, that
every free {tate thould inceflantly watch, and
inftantly take alarm on any addition being

s ‘ made
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made to the power exercifed over them, ine
numerable inftances might be produced to
thew, from what flight beginnings the moft
extenfive confequences have flowed : but I
thall fele&t two only from the hiftory of
England.

Henry the feventh was the firft monarch
of that kingdom, who eftablithed a ftanding
‘body of armed men. ‘This was a band of

o archers, called yeomen of the guard :
and this inflitution, notwithftanding the
fmallnefs of the number, was to prevent
difcontent, ¥ ¢ difguifed under the pretence of
majefty and grandeur.” In 1684, the ftand-
ing forces were fo much augmented, that
Rapin fays—¢¢ The King, in order to make
his people fully fenfible of their new flavery,
affected to mufter his troops, which amount=-
ed to 4000 well armed and difciplined men.”
I think cur armhy, at this' time, confifts of
more than feventy regiments,

The method of taxing by excife was firft
introduced amidft the convulfions of civil
wars. Extreme neceflity was pretended,
and its fhort continuance promifed. = After
the reftoration, an excife upon beer, ale and
other liquors, was granted to the 4 King,
one half in fee, the other for life, as an e=
quivalent for the court of wards. Upon
James the fecond’s acceflion, the parliament §

* Rapin’s Hiftory of England.
+ 12 Car. IL. Chap. 23 and 24.
1 James II, Chap. 1 and 4.

gave
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gave him the firft excife, with an additional
duty on wine, tobacco, and fome other things.
Since the revolution it has been extended to
falt, candles, leather, hides, hops, foap,
paper, pafte-board, mill-boards, fcaleboards,
vellum, parchment, flarch, filks, calicoes,
Yinens, ftuffs, printed, ftained, &c. wire,
wrought plate, coffee, tea, chocolate, &c.
Thus a ftanding army and excife have,
from the firft flender origins, though always
hated, always feared, always oppofed, at
length fwelled up to their vaft prefent bulk.
Thele falts are fuflicient to {fupport what
I have faid.  ’Tis true that all the mifchiefs
apprehended by our anceftors from a ftand-
ing army and excife, have not yet happened :
but it does not follow from thence, that
they will not happen. The infide of a houfe
may catch fire, and the moft valuable apart-
ments be ruined, before the fiames burft
out. 'The queftion in thefe cafes is not,
what evil has actually attended particular
meafures—but what evil, in the nature of
things, 1s likely to attend them. Certain
circumftances may for fome time delay ef-
fe@ts, that were reafonably expected, and
that muft enfue. There was a long period,
after the Romans had prorogued the com=
mand to * Q_ Publilius Philo, before that
example

* In the year of the city 428, * Duo fingularia hec i vire
Drimum contigere 5 prarogatio imperii non ame inullo faco et alle
bonore triumpbus.” Liv, B, 8. Chap. 23, 26.

¢ Had
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‘example deftroyed’ their liberty. All our
kings, from:the revolution tothe prefent
reign have been foreigners.  Their minifters
gencrally continued but a fhort time in au-
thority ; *and they themfelves were mild
and virtuous princes. ) ' ot

A bold, ambitious Prince, poflefled -of
great abilities, firmly fixed in the throne by
defcent, ferved by minifters like himfelf, and
rendered either:venerable or terrible by the
gloty of his fuccefles, may execute what his
predeceflors:did not dare toattempt. Henry
IV. tottered in his feat during his whole
reign. Henry V. drew the ftrength of ‘the
‘kingdom into France, to:catry on his wars
there, and:left the:Commons at home, pro-
tefting, ¢ thit the people were not bound-to
< ferve out of the realm.”

Itis true, 'that.a ftrong fpirit ‘of liberty
fubfifts at prefent in Great Britain, but what
reliance is to be placed in the temper of a
people, -when-the  prince is: poflefled of ‘an
unconftitutional power, our own hiftory can
fufficiently inform us. ~When Charles II.

¢« Had the reft of the. Roman citizens imitated the exam-
ple of L. Quintus, whorefufed to have his confulthip conti-
nued to him, they had never admitted that catom of pro-
roguing magiftrates, and then the prolongation of their com-
mands, the army had never been introduced, which wery
thing was at length the ruin of that commonwealth.

Machiavel’s difcourfes, B. 4. Chap. 24.

*' T don’t know but it may be faid with a good dzal of rea-
fon, that a quick rotation of minifters is very ‘defirable in
Great Britain, - A minifter there has a vaft ftore of materials
towork with. Long adminiftrations are rather favourable to
the reputation of a people abroad, than to their liberty.

had
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had ftrengthened himfelf by the return of
the garrifon - of ‘Tangier, ¢« England (fays
Rapin) faw on 2 fudden an'amazing revolu=
tion;; faw herfelf ftripped of all her rights
and: privileges, excepting fuch as the king
fhould vouchfafe to grant her; and what is
more aftonithing,  the Englith .themfelves
delivered up thefe very rights and privileges
to Chatles iI. which/they had fo paffionate-
ly, and, if I may fay i, furioufly defended
againft the defigns of “Charles '1.” This
happened only thirty-fix years after this laft
prince had been beheaded. ‘ ior VI
_ Some perfons-are of opinion; that liberty
is not violated, but by fuch open:as of
force ; but they feem to be greatly’ miftas
ken. = I could mention a: period within thefe
forty years, when almoft as great a-change
of ‘difpofition was produced by the fecret
meafures of ‘a long adminiftration, as by
Charles’s violence. Liberty, perhaps, is ne-
ver expofed to fo'much danger; “as-when the
people believe there is the leaft; for it may

be fubverted, and yet they not think fo.
Public difgufting alts are feldom practifed
by the ambitious, at the beginning of their
defigns. Such condu& flences and difcou-
rages the weak, and the wicked, who would
otherways have been their advocates or ac-
complices. It is of great confequence, to
allow thofe, who, upon any account, are in=
clined to favour them, fomething fpecious to
fay in their defence. The power may be
tolly
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fully eftablithed, though it would not be fafe
for them to do whatever they pleafe. For
there are things, which, at fome times, even
flaves will not. bear. Julius Czfar and Oli-~
ver Cromwell, did not dare to aflume the ti-
tle of king, The grand Seignior dares not
lay a new tax. The king of France dares
not be a proteftant, Certain popular points
may be left untouched, and yet freedom be
extinguithed. The commonality of Venice
imagine themfelves free, becaufe they are
permitted to do what they ought not. ButX
quit a fubje&t that would lead me too far
from my purpofe.
By the late a&t of parliament, taxes are to
be levied upon us, for ¢ defraying the charge
of the adminiftration of juftice, thef{upport of
civil government—and the expences of de-
fending his Majefty’s dominions in America.”
If any man doubts what ought to be the
condué of thefe colonies on this occafion, I
would afk them thefe queftions. |
Has not the parliament exprefly avowed
their intention of raifing money from us for
certain purpofes ! Is not this {cheme popu=~
lar in Great Britain ? Will the taxes, 1mpo-
fed by the late a&, anfwer thofe purpofes ?
If it will, muft it not take an immenfe fum
from us ? If it will not, is it to be expected
that the parliament will not fully execute
their intention, when it is pleafing at home,
and not oppofed here? Muft not this be
done by impofing new taxes ? Will not every
addition, thus made to our taxes, be an ad-

Q dition,
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dition to the power of the Britith legifla-
ture, by increafing the number of officers
employed in the collection ? Will not every
additional tax therefore render it more diffi-
cult to abrogate any of them? When 2
branch of revenue is once eftablithed, does it
not appear to many people invidious and
undutiful, to attempt to abolith it ? If taxes,
fufficient to accomplith the intention of the
parliament, are impofed by the parliament,
what taxes will remain to be impofed by our
aflemblies ? If ne material taxes remain to
be impofed by them, what muft become of
them, and the people they reprefent ?

* ¢« If any perfon confiders thefe things,
and yet not thinks our liberties are in dan-
ger, I wonder at that perfon’s fecurity.”

One other argument is to be added, which,
by itfelf, T hope, will be fufficient to con-
vince the moft incredulous man on this con-
tinent, that the late a& of parliament isonly
defigned to be a precedent, whereon the fu-
ture vaflalage of thefe colonies may be efta-
blifhed.

Every duty thereby laid on articles of Bri-
tith manufacture is laid on fome commodity,
upon the exportation of which, from Great-
Britain, a drawback is payable, Thofe
drawbacks in moft of the articles, are ex-
actly double to the duties given by the late
alt. 'The parliament therefore might in
half a dozen lines have raifed much more
money only by flopping the drawbacks in
the hands of the officers at home, on expor-

‘ * Demofthenes’s 2d Philipio,
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tation to thele colonies, than by this folemn
impofition of taxes upon us, to be collected
here. Probably, the artful contrivers of this
a&t formed it in this manner, in order to re-
ferve to themfelves, in cafe of any objections
being made to it, this {pecious pretence—
¢ That the drawbacks are gifts to the colo-
‘“ nies; and that the a& only leffens thofe
‘¢ gifts.” But the truth is, that the draw=
backs are intended for the encouragement
and promotion of Britith manufactures and
commerce, and are allowed on exportation
to any foreign parts, as well as on exporta=
tion to thefe provinces. Befides, care has
been taken to flide into the a& * fome arti= -
cles on which there are no drawbacks.
However, the whole duties laid by the late
act on all the articles therein {pecified, are fo
{mall, that they will not amount to as much
as the drawbacks which are allowed on part
of them only. If, therefore, the fum to
be obtained by the late a& had been the fole
obje&t in forming it, there would not have
been any occafion for the ¢ Commons of
¢ Great Britain to give and grant to his Ma=
¢ jefty, rates and daties for raifing a reve-
‘¢ nue in his Majefty’s dominions in Ame-
£ica, 1ok making a more certain and ade-
quate provifion for defraying the charge
¢ of the adminiftration of juftice, the fup=
* Though duties by the late a& are laid on fome articles
on which no drawbacks are allowed, yet the daties impofed
by the a& are fo fmall, in comparifon with the drawbacks

that are allowed, thatall the duties together will not amount
to fo much as the drawbacks. :

Q.2 ¢ port
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¢¢ port of civil government, and the ex-
¢ pences of defending the faid dominions”
—Nor would there have been any occafion
for‘an * expenfive board of commiffioners,
and ail the other new charges to which we
are made liable.

Upon the whole, for my part, I regard
the late at as an experiment made of our
difpofition. It is a bird fent over the wa-
ters, to difcover whether the waves, that
lately agitated this part of the world with
fuch violence, are yet fubfided. If this ad-
venturer gets footing here, we fhall quickly
be convinced, that it is not a pheenix, for
we fhall foon fee it followed by others of the
fame kind. We thall find it rather to be of
the * breed defcribed by the poet—

¢ Infelix wvates” ~ =~
A diretul foreteller of future calamities.
A FARMER.

# The expence of this board, I am informed, 1s between
four and five thoufand pounds {terling a year. = The eftablith-
ment of officers, for colle&ting the revenue of America, a-
mounted before to feven thoufand fix hundred pounds per
annum ; and yet, fays the author of ¢ The regulation of the
colonies,” the whole remittance from all the taxes in the colo-
nies, at an average of thirty years, has not amounted to one
thoufand nine hundred pounds a year, and in that time, feven
or eight hundred pounds perannum only, have been remitted
from North America.

The {mallnefs of the revenue arifing from the duties in
America, demonftrated thas they were intended only as regu-
lations of trade; and can any perfon be fo blind to truth, fo
dull of apprehenfion in a matter of unfpeakabie importance
to his country; as to imagine, that the board of commiflioners
lately eftablithed at {uch a charge, is inftituted to affift in col-
leéting one thoufand nine hundred pounds a year, or the tri-
fling duties impofed by the late aét? Surely every man on
this continent muft perceive, that they are eftablithed for the
gare of a new {yltem of revenue, which is but now begun.

* ¢ Dira celans,” Virgil, Aneid 2.
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Beloved Countrymen,

OME ftates have loft their liberty by
) particular accidents; but this calamity
is generally owing to the decay of virtue. A
people is travelling faft to deftruétion, when
individuals confider their interefts as diftinct
from thofe of the public. Such notions are
fatal to their country, and to themfelves.
Yet how many are there fo weak and fordid,
as to think they perform all the offices of
life, if they earneftly endeavour to increafe
their own wealth, power, and credit, with-
out the leaft regard for the fociety under the
protection of which they live; who, if they
can make an immediate profit to themielves,
by lending their affiftance to thofe, whofe
projects plainly tend to the injury of their
country, rejoice in their dexterity, and be-
lieve themfelves intitled to the charalter of
able politicians, ~Miferable men! of whom
it is hard to fay, whether they ounght to be
moft the objects of pity or contempt, but
whofe opinions are certainly as deteftable as
their practices are deftructive.

Though I always reflet with a high plea-
fure on the integrity and underftanding of
my countrymen, which, joined with a pure
and humbie devotion to the great and graci-
ous aathor of every blefling they enjoy, will,
I hope, enfure tothem, and their polterity,
all temporal and etcrnal happinels; yet
when I confider, thatin every ags and couns=
try there have been bad men, my heart, at
this threatening period, is fo full of appre=

henfion,

: 3
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henfion, asnot to permit me to believe, but
that there may be fome on this continent,
againft whom you ought to be upon your
guard. Men, who either * hold or expe&
to hold certain advantages by fetting exam-
ples of fervility to their countrymen—Men

who

* It is not intended by thefe words to throw any refle@ion
upon gentiemen, becaufe they are poflefled of offices; for
many of them are certainly men of virtue, and lovers of their
country. But fuppofed obligations of gratitude and honour
may induce them to be filent. Whether thefe obligations
ought to be regarded or not, is not {fo much to be confidered
by others, in the judgment they form of thefe gentlemen, as
whether they think they ought to be regarded. Perhaps,
therefore, we thall a& in the propereft manner towards them,
if we neither reproach nor imitate them. The perfons meant
in this letter, are the bafe fpirited wretches, who may endea-
vour to diftinguifh themf{elves, by their fordid zeal, in defend-
ing and promoting meafures, which they know, beyond all
queftion, to be deftrutive to the juft rights and true interefts
of their country. It is fearcely poflible, to fpeak of thefe
men with any degree of patience. It is fcarcely poffible to
fpeak of them with any degree of propriety. For no words
can truly defcribe their guilt and meannefs. But every ho-
neft man, on their being mentioned, will feel what cannot
be exprefled. If their wickednefs did not blind them, they
might perceive, along the coaft of thefe colonies, many fke-
letons of wretched ambition ; who after diftinguithing them-
felves in fupport of the Stamp-a&, by a couragious contempt
of their country, and of juftice, have been left to linger out
their miferable exiltence, without a government, colle@or-
thip, fecretaryfhip, or any other commiffion to confole them,
as well as it could for lofs of virtue and reputation—while
numberlefs offices have been beftowed in thefe colonies, on
people from Great Britain, and new ones are continually in-
vented to be thus beftowed. As a few great prizes are put
#nto.a lottery to tempt multitudes to lofe, fo here and there an
American has been raifed to a good poft—

¢ Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto.”

Mr. Grenville, indeed, in order to recommend the Stamp-
a&, had the unequalled generofity, to power down a golden
fhower of offices upon Americans; and yet thefe ungrateful
eolonies did not thank Mr. Grenville for fhewing his kind-
nefs to their countrymen, nor them for accepting it. Ho»;

mu
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who trained to the employment, or felf-
taught by a natural verfatility of genius,
ferve as decoys for drawing the innocent and
unwary into fnares. It is not to be doubted
but that fuch men will diligently beftir them-
felves, on this and every like occafion, ‘to
- fpread the infetion of their meannefs as far
as they can. On the plans they have adopt-
ed, this is their courfe. ‘This is the method
to recommend themfelves to their patrons.
They act confiftently, in a bad caufe.
They run well in 2 mean race. :
From them we fhall learn, how pleafant
and profitable a thing it is, to be for our fub-
miflive behaviour, well fpoken of in St.
James’s, or St. Stephen’s, at Guildhall, or
the Royal Exchange. Specious fallacies will
be dreft up with all the arts of delufion, to
perfuade one colony to diftinguith herfelf
from another, by unbecoming condefcenfions,

muft that great ftatefman have been furprifed to find, that
the unpolithed colonifts could not be reconciled to infamy,
by treachery ? Such a bountiful difpofition towards us never
appeared in any minifter before him, and probably never will
appear again. For it is evident that fuch a fyftem of policy
is to be eftablithed on this continent, as, in a fhort time, is
to render it utterly unneceffary to ufe the leaft art in order to
conciliate our approbation of any meafures. Some of our
countrymen may be employed to fix chains upon us ; but they
will never be permitted to hold them afterwards. So that the
utmoft that any of them can expe, is only a temporary pro-
vifion, that may expire in their own time; but which, they
may be aflured, will preclude their children from having any
confideration paid to them. The natives of America will fink
into total negleé and contempt, the moment that their coun-
try lofes the conftitutional powers fhe now poffefies. Moft
fincerely do I with and pray, that every one of us may be
convinced of this great truth, that induftry and integrity are
the ¢ paths of pleafantnefs, which lead to happinefs.”

which
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which will ferve the ambitious purpofe of
great men at home, and therefore will be
thought by them to entitle their affitants in
obtaining them, to confiderable rewards.

Qur fears will be excited, our hopes will be
awakened. It will be infinuated to us with
a plaufible affectation of wifdom and concern,
how prudent it is to pleafe the powerful—
how dangerous to provoke them-—and then
comes in the perpetual incantation, that
freezes up every generous purpofe of the
foul, in cold—inaltive—expectation, ¢ that
<t if there is any requeft to be made, compli-
¢¢ ance will obtain a favourable attention.”

Qur vigilance and our union are fuccefs
and fafety. - Our negligence and our divifion
are diftrefs and death. They are worfe—
they are fhame and flavery.

Let us equally thun the benumbing ftillnefs
of everweening floth, and the feverith aGivity
of that ill-informed zeal, which bufies itfelf
in maintaining little, mean, and narrow opi-
nions. Let us, with a truly wife generofity
and charity, banifh and dif{courage all illibe-
ral diftin&ions, which may arife from differ-
ences in fituation, forms of government, or
modes of religion. Let us confider ourfelves
as men—F reemea—Chriftian men—{epara-
ted from the reft ‘of the world, and firmly
bound together by the fame rights, interelts,
and dangers. Let thefe keep our attention in-
flexibly fixed on the great objects which we
muft continually regard, in order to preferve
thofe rights, to plomote thofe interefts, and
to avert thofe dangers. : Let
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Lét thefe truths be indelibly imprefled on
our minds—that we cannot be happy with-
out being free—that we cannot be free with-
out being fecure in our property—that we
cannot be fecure in our property, if, without
our confent, others may, as by right, take it
away—that taxes impofed on us by parlia-
ment, do thus take it away—that duties laid,
for the fole purpofes of raifing money, are’
taxes—that attempts to lay fuch duties thould
be inftantly and firmly oppofed—that this
oppofition can never be effeGual, unlefs it is
the united effort of thefe provinces—that,.
therefore, benevolence of temper toward each.
other, and unanimity of counfels are eflential”
to the welfare of the whole—and laftly, that,
for this reafon, every man amongft us, who,
in any manner, would encourage cither diffen-
tion, diffidence, or indifference between thefe
colonies, is an enemy to himfelf and to his
country.

The belief of thefe truths, I verily think,
my countrymen, is indifpenfably neceflary to
your happinefs. I beleech you, therefore,
¢ * Teach them diligently unto your chil-
““dren, and talk of them when you fit in
“¢ your houfes, and when you walk by the
¢ way, and when you lic down, and when
“ you rife up.”

What have thefe colonies to afk, while
they continue free? Or what have they to
dread, but infidious attempts to fubvert their
freedom ? Their profperity does not depend

* Deut. vi. 7. '
on
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on minifterial favours doled out to particular

provinces. They. form .one political body,

of which each colony is.a member. Their.
happmefs is founded on their conftitution ;

and is to be promoted by preferving that.con-

{litution in unabated vigour throughout every
part. A fpot, a {peck of decay, however.
fmall “the limb on which it appears, and.
however remote it may feem from the vitals,
fhould be alarming. -~ We have all the rights.
requifite for out profperity. = The legal au-
thority of Great Britain may indeed lay hard
refltriGtions upon us; but, like the fpear of
Telephus, it will cure as well as wound..
Her unkindnefs will inftru& and compel us,
after fome time, to difcover, in our incduftry.
and frugality, furprifing remedies—if our
rights continue inviolated. . For. as long as
the products of our labours and the rewards.
of our care, can propcr]y be called our own,
fo long will it be worth our while to be in=
duflrious and frugal. But if whenwe plough--
fow—reap—gather—and threth, we find,
that we plcugh-—fow-—reap-—gather---and
threfh for others, whofe pleafure is to be the
fole limitation, how much they thall take,.
and how much they fhall leave, why thould

we repeat the unprofitable toil ? Horfes and.
oxen are content with that portion of the

fruits of their work, which their owners af-
fign to them, in ordcr to keep them firong
enough to raife fucceflive crops; but even.
thefe beafts will not fubmit to draw for their
mafters, until they are fubdued with whxpa

an
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and goads. - Let us take care of our rights,
and we thercin take care of our property.
¢ Slavery is ever preceded by fleep.”* Indi-
viduals may be dependant on minifters, if
they pleafe. States thould fcern it.—And,
if 'you are not wanting to yourfelves, you
will have a proper regard paid you by thofe,
to whom, if you are not refpeable, you will
infallibly be contemptible. But if we have
already forgot the reafons that urge us, with
unexampled unanimity, to exert ourfcives two
years ago ; if our zeal for the public good is
worn out before the homefpun cloaths which
it caufed us to have made--~if our refolutions
are fo faint, as by our prefent conduét to
condemn our own late fuccefsful example--
If we are not affefted by any reverence for
the memory of our anceflors, who tranfmitted
to us that freedom in which they had been
bleft--if we are not animated by any regard
for pofterity, to whom, by the mott facred
obligations, we are bound to deliver down
the invaluable inheritance---Then, indeed,
any minifter---or any tool of a minifter---or
any creature of a tool of a miniftet---or an
lower 4 infitrument of adminiftration, if low-
R 2 er

* Montelquien’s Spirit of Laws, B. e G,
+  Infiramenta regni,”  Tacitus An. b. 12. f, 66,

¥f any perfon fhall imagine that he difcovers in thefe letters
the leaft difaffection towards oar moft excellent Soverzign, and
the parliament of Great Britain; or the leaft diflike to the
dependance of thefe colonies on that kingdom, I beg that
fuch perfon will not form any judgment on particular expreffi-
ons, but will confider the tenour of all the letters taken toge-
ther.  In that cafe I flatter myfelf that every unprejudiced
veader will be convinced; that the true interells of Grear Bri-
fain
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er there may be, is g perfonage, whom it
may be dangerous to offend.
I thall be extremely forry if any man mif-
takes my meaning in any thing I have faid.
Officers employed by the crown, are, while
‘according to the laws they condué& them-
{elves, entitled tolegal obedience and fincere
refpe@. Thefe it is 2 duty to render them,
and thefe no good or prudent perfon will
withhold. But when thefe officers, thro'
rathnefs or defign, endeavour to enlarge their
authority beyond its due limits, and expect
improper conceffions to be made to them,
: : from
tain are as dear to me as they ought to be to every good fubje&,

If Tam an enthufiaft in any thing, it is in my zeal for the
perpetual dependance of thefe colonies on their mother coun-
try.—A dependance founded on mutual benefits, the continu-
ance of which can be fecured only by mutual affe&tions.
Therefore it is, that with extreme apprehenficn I view the
{malleft feeds of difcontent, which are unwarily fcattered a-
broad. Fifty or fixty years will make allonifhing alterations
in thefe colonies ; and this confideration {hould render it the
bufinefs of Great Britain more and more to cultivate our
good difpofitions towards her: but the misfortune is, that
thofe great men, who are wreftling for power at home, think
themfelves very flightly interefted in the profperity of their
country fifty or fixty years hence ; but are deeply concerned
in blowing up a popular clamour for fuppofed immediate ad-
vantages. :

For my part, I regard Great Britain as a bulwark happily
fixed between thefe colonies and the powerful nations of Eu-
rope. 'That kingdom is our advanced poft or fortification,
which remaining fafe, we under its protection enjoying peace,
may diffufe the bleflings of religion, {cience, and liberty, thro’
remote wildernefles. It is, therefore, inconteitibly our duty
and our intereft, to fupport the ftrength of Great Britain,
When, confiding in that ftrength, the begins to forget from
whence it arofe, it will be an eafy thing to fhew the fource,
She may readily be reminded of the loud alarm {pread among
her merchants and tradefmen, by the univerfal aflociation of
thefe colonies, at the time of the Stamp-a&, not to importany

of her manufadtures.~—In the year 1718, the Ruffians and
Swedes
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from regard for the employments they bear,
their attempts thould be confidered as equal
injuries to the crown and people, and thould
be courageoully and conftantly oppofed. To
fuffer our ideas to be confounded by names,
on fuch occafions, would certainly be an in=
excufable weaknefs, and probably, an irre~
mediable error,

We have reafon to believe, that feveral of
his Majefty’s prefent minifters are good men,
and friends to our country; and it feems
not unlikely, that by a particular concurrence
of events, we have been treated a little more
feverely than they withed we fhould be.
They might not think it prudent to ftem a
torrent, But what is the difference to us,
whether arbitrary. ad@s take their rife from
minifters, or are permitted by them ? Ought

Swedes entered into an agreement, not to fuffer Great Britain
to export any naval flores from their dominions, but in Ruf-
fian or Swedifh fhips, and at their own prices. Great Britain
was diftreft. Pitch and tar rofe to three pounds a barrel. At
length fhe thought of getting thefe articles from the colonies,
and the attempt fucceeding, they fell down to fifteen fhillings. >
In the year 1756, Great Britain was threatened with an inva-
fion. An eafterly wind blowing for fix weeks, fhe could not
man her fleet, and the whole nation was thrown into the ut-
moft confternation. The wind changed. The American
thips arrived. The fleet failed in ten or fifteen days. There
are fome other reflections on this fubje& worthy of the moft
deliberate attention of the Britifh parliament ; but they are
of fuch a nature, I do not chufe to mention them publicly, 1
thought I difcharged my duty to my country, taking the li-
berty, in the year 1765, whilc the Stamp at was in fufpence,
of writing my fentiments to a man of the greateft influence at
home, who afterwards diftinguithed himfelf by efpoufing our
caufe, in the debates concerning the repeal of that acte

any
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any point to be allowed to a good * minifter,
‘that fhould be denied to'a bad one? The
‘mortality of minifters is a very frail morta-
dity.” A ##% may fucceed a Shelburne—a
**% may fucceed a Conway.

We find a new kind of minifter lately {po-
ken of at home “ The minifter of the
¢ houfe of Commons.” The term feems to

“have particular propriety when referred to
thefe colonies, witha different meaning an-
nexed to it, from that in which it is taken
there. By the word ¢ minifter” we may
underftand not only a fervant of the crown,
but 2 man of influence among the Com-
mons, who regard themfelves as having a
fhare of the fovereignty over us. The mi-
nifter of the houfe may, in a point re-
fpecting the colonies, be fo ftrong, that the
minifter of the crown in the houfe, if he is
a diftin¢ perfon, may not chufe, even where
his fentiments are favourable to us, to come
to a pitched battle upon our account.  For
though I have the higheft opinion of the de-
ference of the houfe for the king’s minifter 3
yet he may be fo good natured as not put it
to the teft, except it be for the mere and
immediate profit of his mafter or himfelf.

But whatever kind of minifter he is, that
attempts to innovate a fingle iota in the pri-
vileges of thefe colonies, him I hope you
will undauntedly oppofe, and that you will

¥ ¢ Ubi imperium ad ignaros aut minas bonos pervenit 3
novum illud exemplum, ad dignis et idoneis, ad indignos et
non idoneos transfertur.” Sall, Bed. Cat. {. so.

never
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never fuffer yourfelves to be either cheated or
frightened into any unworthy obfequioufnefs..
On fuch emergencies you may (urely with=
out prefumption believe that ALMIGHTY.
GOD himfelf will look down upon your:
righteous conteft with gracious approbation.;
You will be-a ¢ Band of brothers,”” cement=
ed by the deareft ties--and ftrengthened with:
inconceivable fupplies of foree and conftancy,:
by that fympathetic ardour which animates
good men, confederated in' a good caufe.
Your honour and welfare will be, as they:
now are, moft intimately concerned ; and.
befides——you are affigned by Divine Pro-/
vidence, in the appointed order of things,
the protectors of unborn ages, whofe fate
depends upon your virtue.. Whether they
fhall arife the noble and indifputable heirs
of the richeft patrimonies, or the daftardly
and hereditary drudges of imperious tafk=
mafters, you muft determine.

To difcharge this double duty to youra
felves and to your pofterity ; you have no-
thing to do, but to call forth into ufc the
good fenfe and fpirit of which you are pof=
fefled.  You have nothing to do, but to
condud your affairs peaceably--prudently-=
firmly--jointly. By thefe means you will
fupport the charaGer of freemen, without
lofing that of faithful fubje@s--a good cha-
racter in any government--one of the beft
unders. a ﬁ};‘ti(h "goyernmedfl.  You “will
prove that Americans haye that true magna-
nimity of foul, that can refent injuries with-

out
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outfalling into'rage ;s ‘and that though your
devotion to Great Britain' is'the moft affec-
tionate, yet you can'make proper diftinG&ions,
and know what you owe to yourlelves‘as
well as to her--you will, ‘at the fame time
“that you advance your mteref’cs, advance your
reputation,—you will convince the world of
the juftice of your demands, and the puntv
of your intentions—while all mankind mul=
with unceafing 'applaufes confefs, that

indeed deferve: liberty, - whoifo well under-
ftand it, fo paflionately 1overjt, fo tempe=
rately: enjoy it, and. o ’Wlfﬂly;ébi’avé]y, and
virtuoutly, aﬁ'ert mﬁmtam, and’defend it.

ﬁ)f

¢ Certe ego. Iiéer,tam gzme mibi a parente
¢ meo tradita eft, experiar, wcramwd frufira,

< an ob rem fatzam, zf; 'veﬁra mnu«%tam elty
“§ guzr:te.f

¢ For my part, [ am refolvcd I’crenuouﬂy
to contend for the liberty delivered down to
me from my anceftors ; but whether I thall
do this effccf’cually or not, depends on you,
my countrymen.

How little foever one is able to wnte, yet
when the liberties of one’s country are
threatened, it 'is ﬁxll more difficult to be
filent.

A FARMER.

(P 2 I olh



